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The Whisper I Wished For
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Reviewed by Jennifer Hambrick, Ph.D.

TIF�UIPVHIU�QSPDFTT�MFBEJOH�UP�B�QPFU�T�XPSL�PĕFO�SFNBJOT�JOUFSJPS�
UP�UIF�QPFU��4P�JU�JT�B�TJOHVMBS�DPOUSJCVUJPO�UIBU�-FF�(VSHB�NBLFT�

JO�IJT�NPTU�SFDFOU�IBJLV�DPMMFDUJPO
�the whisper I wished for. the whisper 
I wished for: selected ku� JT�B�TBNQMJOH�PG�IBJLV�BDSPTT�UIF�SBOHF�PG�TUZMFT�
(VSHB�IBT�FYQMPSFE�JO�UIF�MBTU�UXFOUZ�đWF�ZFBST��*U�JT�BMTP�BO�BDLOPXMFEHF-
NFOU�PG�UIF�BFTUIFUJD�XSJUJOHT�UIBU�IBWF�JOGPSNFE�IJT�XPSL��ăF�DPMMFD-
UJPO�JT�TPNFUIJOH�PG�BO�Y�SBZ�PG�(VSHB�T�QPFUJD�UIPVHIU�KPVSOFZ�PWFS�UIF�
MBTU�RVBSUFS�DFOUVSZ�BOE�BĈPSET�B�HMJNQTF�JOUP�UIF�NJOE�PG�B�TJHOJđDBOU�
đHVSF� JO�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV��ăF�BXBSE�XJOOJOH�BVUIPS�PG� TFWFSBM�
TPMP�IBJLV�DPMMFDUJPOT�BOE�UIF�NVDI�SFBE�Haiku: A Poet’s Guide, Gurga is 
BMTP�B�USBOTMBUPS�PG�+BQBOFTF�IBJLV
�B�IBJLV�FTTBZJTU
�UIF�FEJUPS�PG�B�OVNCFS�
PG�MBOENBSL�IBJLV�BOUIPMPHJFT
�B�GPSNFS�FEJUPS�PG�Modern Haiku journal, 
BOE�B�QBTU�QSFTJEFOU�PG�UIF�)BJLV�4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB��

(VSHB� IBT� CFFO� PQFO� BCPVU� IJT� IBJLV� QBUI�� *O� UIF� JOUSPEVDUJPO� UP�
the whisper I wished for
�(VSHB� TVNNBSJ[FT� UIF�LFZ� TUZMJTUJD� DIBMMFOHFT�
IF�IBT�HSBQQMFE�XJUI�PO�IJT�KPVSOFZ�GSPN�IBJLV�FYQMPSBUJPOT�PG�iTFBTPO�
BOE�XPOEFSu�UP�iB�QFSJPE�PG�JODSFBTFE�FYQFSJNFOUBUJPO�XJUI�JNBHF�BOE�
GPSN�u�*O�IJT�FBSMJFS�FTTBZ�i/PSNBUJWF�)BJLV�BOE�#FZPOE
u�IF�EFTDSJCFT�
IJT� KPVSOFZ� GSPN�XSJUJOH�XIBU� IF� UFSNT� iOPSNBUJWFu� IBJLV� UP�XSJUJOH 
QPFNT�PO�iUIF�OFYU� MFWFM�u1�(VSHB�EFđOFT�iOPSNBUJWFu�IBJLV�BT�B�TIPSU�
QPFN�VTVBMMZ�JO�UISFF�MJOFT�BOE�GFBUVSJOH�B�TFBTPOBM�SFGFSFODF�BOE�JOUFSOBM�
DPNQBSJTPO�PG�UXP�KVYUBQPTFE�JNBHFT��

*O�UIF�OBNF�PG�FMVDJEBUJOH�iXIBU�XF�NJHIU�EP�UP�HFU�UP�UIF�OFYU�MFWFM�
CFZPOE�OPSNBUJWF�IBJLV
u�(VSHB�PĈFST�BO�PVUMJOF�PG�IJT�PXO�FYQFSJFODF�
EPJOH� KVTU� UIBU
� JOGPSNFE�CZ�LFZ�DSJUJDBM�XSJUJOHT�PO�IBJLV�2�"MPOH� UIF�
XBZ
�(VSHB�XBT�BMTP�JOĔVFODFE�CZ�UIF�DSJUJDBM�XSJUJOHT�PG�4IJHFIJTB�,VSJ-
ZBNB
�,PKJ�,BXBNPUP
�7JDFOUF�)VJEPCSP
�BOE�7JLUPS�4DILMPWTLZ
�TPNF�
PG�XIJDI�FYUFOE�XFMM�CFZPOE�UIF�TDPQF�PG�IBJLV�BOE�+BQBOFTF�WFSTF�
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2VPUFT�GSPN�UIFTF�BVUIPST�JOUSPEVDF�UIF�GPVS�TFDUJPOT�PG�QPFNT�JO�the 
whisper I wished for
�BOE�UIF�QPFNT�UIFNTFMWFT�ĔFTI�PVU�UIF�PVUMJOF�(VSHB�
QSFTFOUT�JO�IJT�FBSMJFS�FTTBZ��ăF�CPPL�T�đSTU�UXP�TFDUJPOT�ESBX�PO�DSJUJDBM�
XSJUJOHT�TQFDJđD�UP�IBJLV�BOE�UPVDIJOH�PO�GVOEBNFOUBMT�PG�IBJLV�BFTUIFU-
JDT�BOE�DSBĕ��"�RVPUBUJPO�GSPN�4IJHFIJTB�,VSJZBNB�T�UIPVHIUT�PO�UIF�GVOD-
UJPO�PG�TFBTPOBMJUZ�JO�IBJLV�PQFOT�UIF�đSTU�TFDUJPO��1SFGBDJOH�UIF�TFDPOE 
TFDUJPO� JT� B� RVPUBUJPO� GSPN� ,PKJ� ,BXBNPUP�T� The Poetics of Japanese 
Verse�TVNNBSJ[JOH�IJT�GVODUJPOBM�EJTUJODUJPO�CFUXFFO�UIF�iCBTF�TFDUJPOu 
	J�F��QISBTF
�BOE�iTVQFSQPTFE�TFDUJPOu�	J�F��GSBHNFOU
�PG�B�IBJLV�3

0QFOJOH� UIF� DPMMFDUJPO�T� UIJSE� BOE� GPVSUI� TFDUJPOT� BSF� RVPUBUJPOT�
UIBU�FYQMPSF�QPFUJDT�CFZPOE�UIF�SFBMN�PG�IBJLV�BOE�JOUSPEVDF� JO�UIPTF 
TFDUJPOT� IBJLV� PG� HSFBUFS� GPSNBM� DPNQMFYJUZ� BOE� FNPUJPOBM� EFQUI�� " 
RVPUBUJPO
�BCPVU�UIF�DPODSFUF�BOE�UIF�BCTUSBDU�JO�QPFUSZ
�GSPN�UXFOUJFUI�
DFOUVSZ�$IJMFBO�QPFU�BOE�DSJUJD�7JDFOUF�)VJEPCSP�T�FTTBZ�i$SFBUJPOJTNu�
PQFOT� UIF� UIJSE� TFDUJPO�� 1SFDFEJOH� UIF� GPVSUI� TFDUJPO� JT� B� RVPUF� GSPN 
3VTTJBO�4PWJFU� GPSNBMJTU� DSJUJD� 7JLUPS� 4DILMPWTLZ�T� OPUFE� FTTBZ� i"SU�
BT� 5FDIOJRVF
u� EFDMBSJOH� UIF� QVSQPTF� PG� BSU� iUP� JNQBSU� UIF� TFOTBUJPO�
PG�UIJOHT�BT�UIFZ�BSFu�BOE�UIF�UFDIOJRVF�PG�BSU�BT�iUP�JODSFBTF�UIF�EJċ-
DVMUZ�BOE�MFOHUI�PG�QFSDFQUJPOu�CFDBVTF�iUIF�QSPDFTT�PG�QFSDFQUJPO�JT�BO 
BFTUIFUJD�FOE�JO�JUTFMG�u��

"T�B�TJHOQPTU�GPS�UIF�TUZMJTUJD�KPVSOFZ�UIBU�VOGPMET�PWFS�UIF�DPVSTF�PG�
UIF�CPPL
�(VSHB�NJHIU�QSPđUBCMZ�IBWF�RVPUFE� GSPN�BO�FBSMJFS�QBTTBHF�
JO�)VJEPCSP�T�i$SFBUJPOJTN
u�JO�XIJDI�UIF�BVUIPS�EFđOFT�IJT�JEFB�PG�UIF�
iDSFBUFE�QPFNu�PS�iDSFBUJPOJTU�QPFNu�BT�BO� JOWFOUFE�XPSME�PG�iDPTNP-
HPOJD�QSPQPSUJPOT�u

*U�SFOEFST�SFBM�UIBU�XIJDI�EPFTO�U�FYJTU��UIBU�JT�UP�TBZ
�JU�NBLFT�JUT�PXO�SFBMJ-
UZ��*U�DSFBUFT�UIF�NBSWFMPVT�BOE�HJWFT�JU�B�MJGF�PG�JUT�PXO��*U�DSFBUFT�FYUSBPSEJ-
OBSZ�TJUVBUJPOT�XIJDI�DPVME�OFWFS�FYJTU�JO�USVUI�w�$SFBUFE�QPFNT�BDRVJSF�
DPTNPHPOJD�QSPQPSUJPOT�w�ăF�DSFBUJPOJTU�QPFN�JT�DPNQSJTFE�PG�DSFBUFE�
JNBHFT
�DSFBUFE�TJUVBUJPOT
�DSFBUFE�DPODFQUT��JU�OFJUIFS�MBDLT�OPS�EJTQFOTFT�
XJUI�B�TJOHMF�FMFNFOU�PG�USBEJUJPOBM�QPFUSZ
�POMZ�IFSF�UIPTF�FMFNFOUT�BSF�
BMM�JOWFOUFE�XJUIPVU�UIF�MFBTU�DPODFSO�GPS�XIBU�JT�SFBM
�OPS�GPS�BOZ�USVUI�
BOUFSJPS�UP�UIF�BDU�PG�UIFJS�SFBMJ[BUJPO��

ăF� JNQMJDBUJPOT� GPS�IBJLV� BSF� DMFBS�� *O� B� HFOSF� UIBU
� TJODF� UIF� UJNF�PG�
4IJLJ
� IBT� HJWFO� QSJNBDZ� UP� QPFUJD� FYQSFTTJPOT� PG� iIBJLV� NPNFOUTu 
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SFOEFSFE�JO�QPFUJD�JNBHFT�ESBXO�GSPN�iPCKFDUJWF�SFBMJUZ
u�)VJEPCSP�T�JEFB�
PG�UIF�DSFBUFE�QPFN�PĈFST�BO�BFTUIFUJD�KVTUJđDBUJPO�BOE�B�QBUI�GPSXBSE�
GPS�QPFUT�XPSLJOH� JO�BMM�HFOSFT� UP�HJWF�WPJDF� UP� JEFBT� UIBU�iDPVME�OFWFS�
FYJTU�JO�USVUIu�JO�XBZT�UIBU�UBLF�UIFJS�QPFNT�PVU�PG�UIF�PSEJOBSZ�BOE�JOUP�
UIF�iFYUSBPSEJOBSZu�BOE�UIF�iNBSWFMPVT�u�

ăF�QPFNT�JO�the whisper I wished for�FTTFOUJBMMZ�PVUMJOF�B�TUZMJTUJD�QBUI�
BOE�VOEFSMZJOH� BFTUIFUJD� DPOUFYUT� GSPN� DPODSFUF�SFBMJTU� IBJLV� UP� UIPTF�
UIBU�QSFTFOU�OFX�FYQSFTTJWF�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�JO�JNBHJOFE�SFBMJUJFT�PG�(VSHB�T�
PXO�JOWFOUJPO��

4IJHFIJTB� ,VSJZBNB�T� BTTFSUJPO� UIBU� UIF� iUSVF� FWPDBUJWF� GVODUJPOu� PG�
TFBTPOBMJUZ�JO�IBJLV�JT�iUP�FYQBOE�UIF�TDPQFu�PG�B�IBJLV�BOE�DSFBUF�iB�CBDL-
HSPVOE�PG�BTTPDJBUJPOTu�GPS�TDFOFT�JO�QPFNT�JOUSPEVDFT�UIF�QPFNT�JO�UIF�
DPMMFDUJPO�T�đSTU�TFDUJPO��ăFTF�QPFNT�BSF�SBUJPOBMMZ�VOEFSTUBOEBCMF�BOE�
GFBUVSF�BO�BSSBZ�PG�TFBTPOBM�SFGFSFODFT��"OE�MJLF�UIF�TFBTPOBM�SFGFSFODFT�
JO�NBOZ�QVCMJTIFE�USBEJUJPOBM�IBJLV
�TPNF�PG�(VSHB�T�	F�H�
�i"MM�)BMMPX�T 
&WF
u� iNJEEBZ� IFBU
u� iEPH� EBZTu
� BSF� DPNNPO� IBJLV� DMJDIÊT�� *O� FBDI 
JOTUBODF
�IPXFWFS
�(VSHB�SFEFFNT�UIF�XFMM�XPSO�IBJLV�FYQSFTTJPO�XJUI�
VOFYQFDUFE�KVYUBQPTFE�JNBHFT�PS�OFX�UBLFT�PO�GBNJMJBS�JEFBT��

*O�IJT�iXIFO�ZFTu�IBJLV
�(VSHB�UVSOT�UIF�FYQSFTTJPO�iXIFO�OP�NFBOT�
ZFTu�PO�JUT�IFBE�JO�UIF�đSTU�UXP�MJOFT
�BEEJOH�BO�FMFNFOU�PG�UIF�USBEJUJPOBM�
IBJLV�BFTUIFUJD�PG�karumi�MJHIUOFTT�UP�BO�FYQSFTTJPO�UIBU�XPVME�PUI-
FSXJTF�JOEJDBUF�B�TFSJPVT�TVCKFDU�

XIFO�ZFT
             means yes:
                             spring peepers

ăF�DPNNPO�IBJLV�JNBHF�iTQSJOH�QFFQFSTu�BQQFBST�BT�UIF�QPFN�T�QVODI-
MJOF�BOE
�CZ�JNQMJDBUJPO
�QMBDFT�UIF�DPOTFOTVBM�IVNBO�TFYVBM�FYQFSJFODF�
XJUIJO�OBUVSF�T�DPOTUBOU�DZDMFT�PG�SFQSPEVDUJPO�

"OPUIFS�XFMM�XPSO�IBJLV�TFBTPOBM�SFGFSFODF�BQQFBST�JO�UIF�PQFOJOH�PG�
UIJT�QPFN�

  
winter solitude
đOEJOH�B�TIBMMPX�EJTI
GPS�NZ�NPMBST
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"� EFOUJTU� CZ� QSPGFTTJPO
� (VSHB� NBLFT� UIF� QPFN� JOUFSFTUJOH� XJUI� BO 
JOWFOUJWF�XBZ�PG�FYQSFTTJOH�XIBU�JT�MJLFMZ�B�DPNNPO�FYQFSJFODF��SFNPW-
JOH�POF�T�EFOUBM�CSJEHF
�QFSIBQT�BU�OJHIU�CFGPSF�SFUJSJOH�UP�CFE��#VU�UIF�
QPFN�T�HSFBUFS�JOUFSFTU�DPNFT�GSPN�UIF�EJTKVODUVSF�DSFBUFE�CZ�KVYUBQPTJOH�
UIF�TFBSDI�GPS�UIF�EJTI�XJUI�iXJOUFS�TPMJUVEF�u�*ODSFBTJOHMZ�PWFS�UIF�DPVSTF�
PG� (VSHB�T� DPMMFDUJPO
� EJTKVODUVSF� DSFBUFE� CZ� kire� 	DVU� PS� DVUUJOH
� CF-
DPNFT�CPMEFS�BOE�NPSF�BEWFOUVSFTPNF
�BOE�UIF�QPFNT��XBZT�PG�TQFBLJOH�
NPSF�OVBODFE�BOE�FOJHNBUJD��ăF�SFTVMU�GPS�UIF�SFBEFS�BT�4DILMPWTLZ�
UIFPSJ[FE�JT�B�MFOHUIFOJOH�PG�UIF�UJNF�JU�UBLFT�UP�NBLF�TFOTF
�IPXFWFS 
�DPODFJWFE
�PG�UIF�QPFNT���

1SFGBDFE� CZ� UIF� RVPUBUJPO� GSPN� ,PKJ� ,BXBNPUP�T� The Poetics of 
Japanese Verse
� UIF� QPFNT� JO� UIF� DPMMFDUJPO�T� TFDPOE� TFDUJPO� CFHJO� UP 
FYQMPSF� KVYUBQPTJUJPOT� PG� DPODSFUF� JNBHFT� BOE� JEFBT� CFZPOE� UIF� SBUJP-
OBM�UIBU�MFBE�UIF�SFBEFS�JOUP�VOLOPXO�UFSSBJO�BOE�OPWFM�BOE�NZTUFSJPVT�
UIPVHIUTQBDFT� CFZPOE� UIF� DPODSFUF�XPSME���-BOHVBHF� FWPLFT� B�NZUIJD�
TQBDF�PG�EFFQ�NZTUFSZ�JO�UIJT�QPFN��

UPVDIJOH
UIF�PUIFS�EPPS
blue asters

ăF�UFOEFODZ�JT�UP�USZ�UP�EFSJWF�SBUJPOBM�NFBOJOH�GSPN�UIF�IBJLV
�UP�NBLF�
JU�iNFBO�u�#VU�UIJT�QPFN�T�MBOHVBHF
�UIPVHI�GVMM�PG�DPODSFUF�JNBHFT
�JT�TF-
DSFUJWF��i5PVDIJOHu�JT�HSPVOEFE�JO�UIF�QIZTJDBM�XPSME
�UIFO�MJOF���SFWFBMT�
UIF�PCKFDU�PG�UIBU�WFSC�iUIF�PUIFS�EPPS
u�TVHHFTUJOH�"MJDF�SJHIU�CFGPSF�
TIF�PQFOT� UIF� TNBMM�PS� MBSHF�EPPS� JO�8POEFSMBOE��.BZCF� UIF� SFBEFS� is 
"MJDF
�XIP
�-FXJT�$BSSPMM�UFMMT�VT
�JT�UPP�MBSHF�UP�QBTT�UISPVHI�UIF�TNBMM�
EPPS�BOE�DBO�U�NPWF�UIF�MBSHF�EPPS
�UIXBSUFE�JO�FWFSZ�EJSFDUJPO�

*G�UIF�TQFBLFS�PS�UIF�SFBEFS�XFSF�UP�FOUFS�UISPVHI�iUIF�PUIFS�EPPSu�
JO�(VSHB�T�QPFN
�XIFSF�XPVME�JU�MFBE �*G�OPU�UP�8POEFSMBOE
�UIF�iPUIFS�
EPPSu�NJHIU�TVHHFTU�B�QPSUBM�UP�TPNFXIFSF�FMTF�FWFO�NPSF�NBHJDBM��ăF�
iCMVF�BTUFSTu�JO�MJOF���FWPLF�B�SJDI�NZUIPMPHZ�UIBU�PĈFST�TPNF�UBOUBMJ[-
JOH�DMVFT��*O�POF�SFBEJOH�PG�UIF�NZUI
�XIFO�IVNBO�CFJOHT�UVSO�DSVFM
�UIF 
BODJFOU�(SFFL�HPEEFTT�"TUSBFB� MFBWFT�IFS�FBSUIMZ�EXFMMJOH�BOE�BTDFOET�
JOUP�UIF�DPTNPT��ăF�UFBST�TIF�XFFQT�GBMM�UP�&BSUI�BOE�MBOE�BT�CMVF�BTUFST��
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*O� B� EJĈFSFOU� WFSTJPO
�"TUSBFB� TDBUUFST� TUBSEVTU
� BOE� CMVF� BTUFST� CMPPN�
XIFSF�JU�MBOET�PO�&BSUI��ăF�ĔPXFS�JT
�UIVT
�DPOOFDUFE�XJUI�UIF�DFMFTUJBM�
TQIFSF
�GBS�CFZPOE�&BSUI�BOE�JUT�QIZTJDBM
�QTZDIPMPHJDBM
�BOE�FNPUJPOBM�
HSBWJUZ��

ăFSF� JT� B� SFBEZ�NBEF�NZUIJD� BOE�QTZDIPMPHJDBM� MBOETDBQF� JO�XIJDI�
UIJT�QPFN�DPVME�SFTJEF��4UJMM
�UIF�QPFN�JT�NZTUFSJPVT��iUIF�PUIFS�EPPSu�
XIBU� PUIFS� EPPS �8IBU�T� CFIJOE� JU � �8IFSF� EPFT� JU� MFBE �ăF�QPFN�T�
NZTUFSJPVT�MBOHVBHF�TVHHFTUT�UIF�EPPS�JT�DMPTFE�TP
�TIPVME�XF�PQFO�JU �
0S�XPVME�TPNF�IBSN�DPNF�PG�JU 5�*SPOJDBMMZ
�UIF�DVU�CFUXFFO�UIF�EPPS�
BOE�UIF�BTUFST�UFFUFST�PO�UIF�WFSHF�PG�CFJOH�UPP�MBSHF�UP�NBLF�DPOOFDUJPOT�
CFUXFFO�UIF�UXP�JNBHFT
�BOE�UIBU�WPMBUJMJUZ�JT�B�HPPE�QBSU�PG�XIBU�NBLFT�
UIF� QPFN�EFMJDJPVTMZ� VOHSBTQBCMF��ăF� BODJFOU�(SFFL� PSBDMFT� TQPLF� JO�
DSZQUJD� QSPQIFDJFT� XIPTF� JOUFSQSFUBUJPO�XBT� UIF� FYDMVTJWF� QSPWJODF� PG�
UIF�QSJFTUT��(VSHB�T�QPFN�IJEFT�CFIJOE�JUT�PXO�EPPS
�SFTJTUJOH�B�EFđOJUJWF�
SFBEJOH��*O�UIF�FOE
�XF�NVTU�BMMPX�UIF�QPFN�UP�TQFBL�JUT�PXO�MBOHVBHF
�
BOE�UP�CF�DPOUFOU�UP�SFWFM�JO�FYQMPSBUJPOT�PG�B�UIPVHIUTQBDF�OPU�CPVOE�CZ�
FYIBVTUJWF�JOUFSQSFUBUJPO��8F�NVTU�SFTQFDU�UIF�QPFN�T�QSJWBDZ�

ăJT�QPFN
�UPP
�CFHT�UP�CF�SFBE�PO�JUT�PXO�NZTUFSJPVT�UFSNT�
  
DBSSZJOH�OPXIFSF
PVU�PG�NPPOMJHIU
blue damselfly

*O�MBOHVBHF�GVMM�PG�DPODSFUF�JNBHFT
�(VSHB�T�IBJLV�MFBWFT�UIF�SFBEFS�JO�B�
XPOESPVT�MBOETDBQF�PG�VNCSPVT�HMPX��ăF�JNQPTTJCMF�JEFB�PG�iDBSSZJOH�
OPXIFSFu�KPJOT
�JO�MJOF��
�XJUI�UIF�FWFO�NPSF�JNQPTTJCMF�JEFB�PG�iDBSSZJOH�
OPXIFSF���out of moonlightu�	FNQIBTJT�BEEFE

�QBSBEPYJDBMMZ�JOWFOUJOH�B�
OFX�SFBMJUZ��ăF�NBHJDBM�CMVF�PG�UIF�iCMVF�EBNTFMĔZu�JO�MJOF���B�XFMM�
XPSO�TFBTPOBM�SFGFSFODF�CSJOHT�XJUI�JU�UIF�FTTFOUJBM�NZTUFSZ�PG�NPPO-
MJHIU��JU�HMPXT�FMFDUSJD�JO�UIF�NJOE�T�FZF�CVU�EPFTO�U�JMMVNJOBUF�BOZUIJOH�
DPNQMFUFMZ��-JLF�NPPOMJHIU
�XIJDI�WFJMT�&BSUI�JO�B�LJOE�PG�OPXIFSF�UIBU�
JT�FWFSZXIFSF
�UIF�VCJRVJUPVT�EBNTFMĔZ�ĔPBUT�JO�GPS�B�GFX�XFFLT
�NBUFT
�
UIFO�WBOJTIFT�JOUP�UIF�JOFĈBCMF�OPXIFSF�BU�UIF�FOE�PG�UIF�MJGF�DZDMF��ăF�
QPFN�T�JNBHFT�MBZFS�VQ�B�QTZDIPTQJSJUVBM�DIJBSPTDVSP�PG�HMJNQTFT�UISPVHI�
UIF�IBMG�MJHIU�PG�UIF�QIZTJDBM�XPSME�BOE�XPSMET�CFZPOE�
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"�RVPUBUJPO�GSPN�7JDFOUF�)VJEPCSP�T�NBOJGFTUP�i$SFBUJPOJTNu�PQFOT�
UIF�UIJSE�TFDUJPO�PG�the whisper I wished for��iăF�BCTUSBDU�TIPVME�CFDPNF�
DPODSFUF
u�)VJEPCSP�XSJUFT
�iBOE�UIF�DPODSFUF�TIPVME�CFDPNF�BCTUSBDU�u�
ăF�IBJLV�JO�UIJT�TFDUJPO�VTF�iDPODSFUFu�JNBHFT�UP�TVCWFSU�FYQFDUFE�TZO-
UBY
�TFNBOUJD�SFBTPO
�BOE�SBUJPOBM�VOEFSTUBOEJOH���ăF�QPFNT�BMTP�FYQMPJU�
UIF�EJTKVODUJWF�QPXFS�PG�kire�UP�DSFBUF�NVMUJQMF�UFNQPSBM�BOE�QTZDIPMPHJ-
DBM�JNBHF�XPSMET�JO�XIJDI�UIF�QPFNT�TJNVMUBOFPVTMZ�SFTJEF�

*O�(VSHB�T�iIJMMUPQ�DFNFUFSZ
u�VOVTVBM�MBOHVBHF�QFSGPSNT�UIF�JNBHJOFE�
NFUBNPSQIPTJT�UIBU� MBOHVBHF�JUTFMG�NJHIU�VOEFSHP�CFUXFFO�UIF�SFBMNT�
PG�UIF�MJWJOH�BOE�UIF�EFBE
�JOUFSUXJOJOH�UIF�QPFN�T�QSPDFTT�XJUI�JUT�NFBO-
ing:

IJMMUPQ�DFNFUFSZ
UPVDIJOH�BOPUIFS�XPSME
XJUI�NZ�UPOHVF

5P� TUBOE�PO�PS�OFBS� B� HSBWF� BOE� TQFBL�PVU� MPVE� UP� UIF�PDDVQBOU� JT� UP 
BUUFNQU�UP�TFOE�FBSUIMZ�MBOHVBHF�UP�UIF�WBTU�VOLOPXO��-JOF���DPOKVSFT�B�
DPODSFUF�JNBHF�PG�IFBETUPOFT�DMVTUFSFE�PO�UIF�CSPX�PG�B�IJMM��ăF�DVU�BG-
UFS�iIJMMUPQu�KVNQT�UP�B�QISBTBM�TFDUJPO�iUPVDIJOH�BOPUIFS�XPSME���XJUI�
NZ�UPOHVFu�XIFSF�TQPLFO�MBOHVBHF�MFBQT�GSPN�UIF�XPSME�PG�UIF�MJWJOH�
UP�UIF�XPSME�CFZPOE�JO�MFYJDBM�DIPJDFT�WFSHJOH�PO�UIF�SJUVBMJTUJD��-JOF���
CFHJOT�XJUI�XIBU�BU�đSTU�TVHHFTUT�B�DMJDIÊ
�CVU�JO�MJOF��
�XF�MFBSO�UIBU�UIF�
UPOHVF
�OPU�UIF�IBOE
� JT�iUPVDIJOHu�UIF�PUIFS�XPSME�CZ�XBZ�PG� TQFFDI��
i5PVDIJOHu�USBOTGPSNT�GSPN�B�UBDUJMF�UP�B�đHVSBUJWF�PS�FWFO�NFUBQIZTJDBM�
NFBOJOH
�BT�UIF�VUUFSBODFT�BU�UIF�HSBWF�TXJSM�MJLF�JODFOTF�TNPLF�UISPVHI�
UIF�WFJM�CFUXFFO�MJWJOH�BOE�EFBE��(VSHB�T�XSJUUFO�MBOHVBHF�EFTDSJCFT�UIF�
TQFMM�UIF�QPFUJD�TQFBLFS�VUUFST�UP�TFOE�NFTTBHFT�CFZPOE�PVS�LOPXO�XPSME�
UP�UIF�NPTU�NZTUFSJPVT�XPSME�PG�BMM�

*O�BOPUIFS�DFNFUFSZ�IBJLV
�(VSHB�FYQMPSFT�MJGF
�EFBUI
�BOE�UIF�QPXFS�PG�
kire�UP�FOBCMF�B�QPFN�UP�USBOTDFOE�SBUJPOBM�QPTTJCJMJUZ�

XSFO�TPOH�NFOEJOH�NZ�FQJUBQI

ăJT� QPFN
� UPP
� EFđFT� SBUJPOBM� VOEFSTUBOEJOH� JG� SFBE� QVSFMZ� MJUFSBMMZ� 
&NQIBTJ[JOH� UIF� DVU� BĕFS� iTPOHu� SBJTFT� UIFTF� RVFTUJPOT��8IBU� EPFT� JU�
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NFBO�UP�NFOE�POF�T�PXO�FQJUBQI �)PX�NJHIU�POF�HP�BCPVU�EPJOH� JU �
3FBE� UIF�QPFN�BT� UIPVHI� UIFSF�XFSF�OP� DVU� BĕFS� iTPOH
u� UIPVHI
� BOE�
BOPUIFS� RVFTUJPO� BSJTFT�� IPX� NJHIU� XSFO� TPOH
� TQFDJđDBMMZ
� NFOE� BO 
FQJUBQI �0O�B�MJUFSBM�MFWFM
�BMM�PG�UIFTF�UIJOHT�BSF�JNQPTTJCMF�JO�PVS�XPSME��

"� đHVSBUJWF� SFBEJOH� PG� iNFOEJOH
u� IPXFWFS
� BUUSJCVUFT� SFEFNQUJWF�
BHFODZ�UP�CJSET�BOE
�CZ�FYUFOTJPO
�BMM�PG�OBUVSF�� �ăJT� SFBEJOH�DPOKVSFT�
JNBHFT�PG�B�DFNFUFSZ�RVJFU�CVU�GPS�B�TIPXFS�PG�XSFO�TPOH�NBHJDBMMZ�HJW-
JOH�WPJDF�UP�UIF�DIPSVT�PG�đOBM�XPSET�TJMFODFE�GPSFWFS�JO�TUPOF��*O�(VSHB�T�
QPFN
�MJGF�BOE�EFBUI
�IJTUPSZ�BOE�FUFSOJUZ�BSF�BMM�TUBDLFE�VQ�JO�BO�JOTUBOU�

iăF�QVSQPTF� PG� BSU� JT� UP� JNQBSU� UIF� TFOTBUJPO� PG� UIJOHT� BT� UIFZ� BSF 
QFSDFJWFE�BOE�OPU�BT�UIFZ�BSF�LOPXO��ăF�UFDIOJRVF�PG�BSU�JT�UP�NBLF�GPSNT�
EJċDVMU
�UP�JODSFBTF�UIF�EJċDVMUZ�BOE�MFOHUI�PG�QFSDFQUJPO�CFDBVTF�UIF�
QSPDFTT�PG�QFSDFQUJPO�JT�BO�BFTUIFUJD�FOE�JO�JUTFMG�BOE�NVTU�CF�QSPMPOHFE�u�
8JUI�UIJT�RVPUF�GSPN�7JLUPS�4DILMPWTLZ
�(VSHB�CFHJOT�UIF�GPVSUI�BOE 
đOBM� TFDUJPO� PG� IJT� DPMMFDUJPO��)FSF� UIF� IBJLV� CFBS� UIF�NBSL� PG� 4DIL-
MPWTLZ�T�UIFPSZ�PG�EFGBNJMJBSJ[BUJPO�BT�QPFNT�NBEF�JOUSJHVJOH�CZ�XBZ�PG�
TUSBOHF� JEFBT�BOE�NPEFT�PG�FYQSFTTJPO��ăFTF�IBJLV�TIPX�(VSHB�BU�IJT�
NPTU� BEWFOUVSFTPNF
� FOFSHJ[JOH� DPNNPO� JEJPNT� JO�OPWFM� MFYJDBM� DPO-
UFYUT�BOE�FYQBOEJOH�UIF�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�PG�USBEJUJPOBM�IBJLV�GPSN�JO�JOWFO-
UJWF�HSBQIJDBM�EJTQPTJUJPO�PO�UIF�QBHF�

*O�iBĕFS�BMM
u�UIF�DPNNPO�JEJPN�UIBU�CFHJOT�UIF�QPFN�UBLFT�PO�EFWBT-
UBUJOH�XFJHIU�JO�MJHIU�PG�UIF�QPFN�T�TFDPOE�QBSU�
  

BĕFS�BMM�B�DIJME�T�BTIFT

ăF�JNBHF�PG�B�DIJME�T�QIZTJDBM�SFNBJOT�MFOET�TPSSPXGVM�HSBWJUBT�UP�iBĕFS�
BMM
u�BO�FYQSFTTJPO�DPNNPOMZ�VTFE�UP�TFOE�IPNF�QPJOUT�UIBU�BSF�TFOTJCMF�
PS�PCWJPVT�you’d better study; after all, the test is tomorrow��ăF�QPFN�T�
PQFOJOH�JT�B�WJTDFSBM�SFNJOEFS�UIBU�B�DIJME�T�EFBUI�MJFT�PVUTJEF�UIF�OPSNBM�
PSEFS�PG�UIJOHT
�B�USBHFEZ�GSPN�XIJDI�OP�TFOTF�DBO�CF�NBEF�

-BOHVBHF� JOUFSSPHBUFT� JUT� PXO�QMJBCJMJUZ� JO� UIJT� TFDUJPO� JO� B�OVNCFS�
PG� QPFNT� UIBU� SBEJDBMMZ� EFQBSU� GSPN� UIF� VTVBM� UISFF�� PS� POF�MJOF� GPSN�
PG�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV�� iXJUIPVU� TZOUBY
u� UIF� UJUMF�QPFN�PG�(VSHB�T�
SFDFOU�DIBQCPPL�FOUJSFMZ�EFWPUFE�UP�IBJLV�JO�OPO�USBEJUJPOBM�HSBQIJDBM�
GPSNT
�JT�FNCMFNBUJD�PG�IJT�GPSNBM�FYQMPSBUJPOT�
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XJUIPVU
TZOUBY

UIF
bare
skin

PG�
dawn

 
-FBEJOH�UIF�FZF�EPXO
�JOTUFBE�PG�VQ
�UIF�QBHF
�FWFO�BT�UIF�EBXOJOH�MJHIU�
JO�UIF�IBJLV�NPWFT�VQ�UIF�TLZ
�UIF�QPFN�T�WJTVBM�BSSBOHFNFOU�XBMLT�UIF�
SFBEFS�UISPVHI�B�OBUVSBM�QIFOPNFOPO�VQFOEFE�JO�B�XPSME�JO�XIJDI�UIF�
UZQJDBM� FBSUIMZ� PSEFS�PG� UIJOHT�JODMVEJOH� UIF� FYQFDUFE�XPSE�PSEFS�PG�
TZOUBY�EPFT�OPU�FYJTU��%BXO�UIVT�TQFBLT�B�MBOHVBHF�CFZPOE�MBOHVBHF
�
FNCPEJFE�JO�B�XBZ�UIBU
�JO�B�XPSME�XJUIPVU�MJOHVJTUJD�PSEFS
�VOEPFT�JUT�
PXO� FYQMJDBUJPO��ăF� IBJLV� JOTUSVDUT� UIF� SFBEFS� UP� UBLF� JU� PO� JUT� PXO�
terms.

ăF�DPMMFDUJPO�T�UJUMF�QPFN
�iNJTUĔPXFS
u�JT�B�iNBSWFMPVTu�BOE�FYUSBPS-
EJOBSZu�DSFBUFE�XPSME�JO�UIF�NBOOFS�PG�)VJEPCSP�T�JEFB�PG�UIF�iDSFBUFE�
QPFN�u��)FSF
�JOWFOUFE�JNBHFT
�FOWFMPQJOH�TPVOET
�BOE�FYQMPSBUJWF�GPSN�
DPNCJOF�JO�B�QSPGPVOEMZ�JOUJNBUF�TFOTPSZ�FYQFSJFODF�
           

mistflower

UIF�
XIJTQFS

I 
XJTIFE�

GPS

ăF�QPFN�T� PQFOJOH� JNBHF� USBOTQPSUT� VT� UP� B�NBHJD� HBSEFO�PG�(VSHB�T�
PXO�JOWFOUJPO��ăF�FUIFSFBM�JNBHF�PG�iNJTUĔPXFSu�JT�GVMM�PG�NZTUFSZ�B�
ĔPXFS�NBZCF� JO�UIF�NJTU
� UIPVHI�QFSIBQT�CFUUFS
�B�ĔPXFS�made�PG� UIF�
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đOF
�GSBHJMF�TUVĈ�PG�NJTU��ăJT�DSFBUFE�JNBHF�FWFO�FOBCMFT�VT�UP�JNBHJOF�
UIBU�XF�PVSTFMWFT�BSF�UIPTF�ĔPXFST�JO�B�NPJTU�HPTTBNFS�FNCSBDF�

ăF� TIPSU� i� TPVOE� SVOT� UISPVHI� UIF� QPFN
� DPOOFDUJOH� iNJTUĔPXFSu�
XJUI�iXIJTQFS
u�BOE�iXJTIFEu�UXP�NPSF�JNBHFT�GSPN�UIF�IFBSU�T�DPSF��
ăF�MBOHVBHF�PG�UIJT�HBSEFO�PG�NBHJDBM�NJTUĔPXFST�JT�UIF�HBV[Z
�UFOEFS�
UPVDI�PG�XIJTQFST
�WFSCBM�DBSFTTFT�TVCUMF�BT�UIF�UJOJFTU�CFBET�PG�NJTU
�BOE�
TBUJTGZJOH�UIF�EFFQFTU�ZFBSOJOHT�PG�EFTJSF�

ăPVHI� DPOUFNQPSBSZ� &OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF� IBJLV� HJWFT� QSJEF� PG� QMBDF�
UP� QPFNT� JO� USBEJUJPOBM
� DPODSFUF�SFBMJTU� TUZMF
� UIF� HFOSF� JO� BDUVBMJUZ 
FODPNQBTTFT�B�XJEF�SBOHF�PG�TUZMFT��(VSHB�T�the whisper I wished for�TIPXT�
B�IBJLV�QPFU�XPSLJOH�BDSPTT�UIF�GVMM�TUZMJTUJD�TQFDUSVN
�GSPN�USBEJUJPOBM�
DPODSFUF�SFBMJTU�IBJLV�UP�UIPTF�CPMEMZ�FYQMPSBUJWF�JO�QPFUJD�JEFB�BOE�GPSN
�
BOE�JOGPSNFE�CZ�BFTUIFUJD�JOĔVFODFT�GSPN�XSJUJOHT�XFMM�CFZPOE�UIF�TDPQF�
PG�IBJLV�6�ăF�DPMMFDUJPO�JT
� UIVT
�QPFUJDBMMZ�SJDI�BOE�BMTP� JNQPSUBOU��*U�
PĈFST�B�SBSF�HMJNQTF�PG�UIF�UIPVHIU�QSPDFTTFT�VOEFSQJOOJOH�UIF�BSUJTUJD�
HSPXUI�PG�B�QPFU�PG�OPUF��&WFO�NPSF�JNQPSUBOUMZ
�the whisper I wished for 
JT�B�DPNQFOEJVN�PG�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�XIBU�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV�BOE�UIF�
QPFUT�XIP�XSJUF�JO�UIJT�HFOSF�DBO
�XJUI�CSFBEUI�PG�SFBEJOH�BOE�EFQUI�PG�
UIPVHIU
�CFDPNF��

notes
1�(VSHB
�-FF��i/PSNBUJWF�)BJLV�BOE�#FZPOE
u�Modern Haiku�����
�����
��������

0OF�DPVME�MFHJUJNBUFMZ�UBLF�JTTVF�XJUI�UIF�JNQMJDJU�WBMVF�KVEHFNFOU�JO�EFTJHOBUJOH�
USBEJUJPOBM�PS�DPODSFUF�SFBMJTU�IBJLV�iOPSNBUJWF�u�ăF�MBCFM�JNQMJDJUMZ�EFđOFT�IBJLV�
PG�UIBU�TUZMF�BT�DPOTUJUVUJOH�UIF�IBJLV�iDFOUFSu�BOE
�CZ�JNQMJDBUJPO
�CSBOET�IBJLV�PVU-
TJEF�UIBU�TUZMF�BT�QFSJQIFSBM�BCOPSNBM
�BCFSSBOU
�FDDFOUSJD
�ĔBXFE��*O�UIJT�SFWJFX
�
iUSBEJUJPOBMu�BOE�PS�iDPODSFUF�SFBMJTU
u�IPXFWFS�JNQFSGFDU�BT�EFTDSJQUPST
�XJMM�CF�VTFE�
TZOPOZNPVTMZ�XJUI�iOPSNBUJWF�u

2�ăPTF�XSJUJOHT�BSF��4IJSBOF
�)BSVP��Traces of Dreams: Landscape, Cultural Mem-
ory, and the Poetry of Bashō��4UBOGPSE
�$"��4UBOGPSE�6OJWFSTJUZ�1SFTT
�������(JMCFSU
�
3JDIBSE�� iăF�%JTKVODUJWF�%SBHPOĔZ
u�Modern Haiku� ����
�������The Disjunctive 
Dragonfly: A New Approach to English-language Haiku��8JODIFTUFS
�7"��3FE�.PPO�
Press, 2013; and Poems of Consciousness: Contemporary Japanese and English-Lan-
guage Haiku in Cross-Cultural Perspective��8JODIFTUFS
�7"��3FE�.PPO�1SFTT
�������



Reviews ���

BOE� -VDBT
�.BSUJO�� i)BJLV�"T� 1PFUJD� 4QFMM
u� QSFTFOUBUJPO� EFMJWFSFE� BU� UIF� GPVSUI�
)BJLV�1BDJđD�3JN�$POGFSFODF�JO�5FSSJHBM
�"VTUSBMJB
�4FQUFNCFS�����
�QVCMJTIFE�BU�
IUUQT���XXX�UIFIBJLVGPVOEBUJPO�PSH�PNFLB�JOEFY�QIQ�JUFNT�TIPX�������

3�,BXBNPUP
�,PKJ��5SBOT��4UFQIFO�$PMMJOHUPO
�,FWJO�$PMMJOT
�BOE�(VTUBW�)FMEU��
The Poetics of Japanese Verse��5PLZP��6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�5PLZP�1SFTT
�����
�BMTP�DJUFE�JO�
(VSHB
�i/PSNBUJWF�)BJLV�BOE�#FZPOE
u����

��'PS�B�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�IJT�DPODFQU�PG�UIPVHIUTQBDF�JO�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV
�TFF�
(JMCFSU
� 3JDIBSE�� Haiku. Language. Thought: Creative Freedom Through Space of 
Mind��$IBNQBJHO
�*-��.PEFSO�)BJLV�1SFTT
�������

5��'PS�B�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�MBOHVBHF�HPJOH�TJMFOU�BOE�UIXBSUJOH�DPNNVOJDBUJPO�JO�&OH-
MJTI� USBOTMBUJPOT�PG� DPOUFNQPSBSZ� +BQBOFTF�IBJLV
� TFF�)BNCSJDL
� +FOOJGFS�� i'PVOE�
JO�5SBOTMBUJPO��ăF�,PO�/JDIJ�5SBOTMBUJPO�(SPVQ
�Gendai�)BJLV
�BOE�UIF�3JTF�PG�
"WBOU�(BSEF�)BJLV�JO�&OHMJTI
u�JO�Juxtapositions: Research and Scholarship in Haiku, 
*TTVF���
�����
��������

6�4FF�.JMMFS
�1BVM��i)BJLVhT�"NFSJDBO�'SPOUJFS
u�The Haiku Foundation Digital Li-
brary
� IUUQT���UIFIBJLVGPVOEBUJPO�PSH�PNFLB�JUFNT�TIPX����
� BOE� EJTDVTTFE� JO�
)BNCSJDL
�i'PVOE�JO�5SBOTMBUJPO
u���
�O������"DDFTTFE����/PW�������


