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One Thread: Zoka in Contemporary Haiku
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�PYZNPSPO
�BOE�MBOHVBHF�XIJDI�BSF�OFDFT-
TBSJMZ�TZNCPMJD��ăJT�TJHOJđDBODF�JT�TPNFUIJOH�UP�CF�TPVHIU
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BOE�DPOTUSVDUFE�CZ�UIF�SFBEFS�GPS�UIFNTFMWFT��ăF�DIBMMFOHF�PG�UIF�CFTU�
IBJLV�JT�UP�BQQFBS�UP�CF�TJNQMF�BOE�DMFBS�PO�UIF�IPSJ[POUBM�QMBOF�PG�XIBU�
JT� IBQQFOJOH�IFSF� BOE�OPX
�XIJMF� BU� UIF� TBNF� UJNF�IJOUJOH� BU� BTTPDJB-
UJPOT�BOE�DPOOPUBUJPOT�UISPVHI�XPSET
� JNBHFT�BOE�MBOHVBHF�UIBU�UIFSF�
JT�BO�JNQPSUBOU�WFSUJDBM�PG�IFBSUGFMU�TJHOJđDBODF�CFZPOE�UIBU�JNNFEJBUF�
TFOTPSZ�TDFOF�

*� TUBSU�XJUI� UIJT� MPOH�PWFSWJFX�PG�IBJLV�QPFUJDT� TP� UIBU�XF� DBO� GVMMZ�
BQQSFDJBUF�UIF�BOTXFS�UP�UIJT�EJMFNNB�JO�One Thread: Zoka in Contem-
porary Haiku��ăF�FEJUPS
�+BOJDF�%PQQMFS
�TUBSUT�XJUI�UIF�BTTVNQUJPO�UIBU�
UIF� DPODFQU� PG� [PLB� 	UIF� DSFBUJWF
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� MJWJOH�EZJOH
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�UVSOJOH�PG�UIF�TFBTPOT
�QSPWJEFT�UIBU�TPNFUIJOH�FYUSB�CF-
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GPMMPXFS�PG�[PLB
�UIF�DSFBUJWF��4IF�BMTP�CSJFĔZ�EJTDVTTFT�UIF�QPFUSZ�BOE�BSU�
PG�QSFEFDFTTPST�IF�BENJSFE�TVDI�BT�4BJHZP
�4PHJ
�3JLZV
�BOE�UIF�$IJOFTF�
QPFUT�GSPN�UIF�5BOH�EZOBTUZ�JODMVEJOH�-J�1P�BOE�5V�'V�

5P�BOTXFS�IFS�RVFTUJPO�BCPVU�UIF�SFMFWBODF�PG�[PLB�UP�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�
QPFUT
�%PQQMFS�JOWJUFE�UXFOUZ�TJY�QPFUT�GSPN�BSPVOE�UIF�XPSME�UP�iTIBSF�
UIFJS�QFSDFQUJPOT�PG�XIBU� [PLB� JT� BOE�IPX� JU� DPOOFDUT� UP�QPFUSZ�u�ăF�
MJTU�PG�UIF�IBJLV�XSJUFST�JODMVEFT��.JNJ�"IFSO
�%PO�#BJSE
�+P�#BMJTUSFSJ
�
$IVDL�#SJDLMFZ
�3PCFSU�&SMBOETPO
�(JMMFT�'BCSF
�/JDLZ�(VUJFSSF[
�-BLTI-
NJ�*ZFS
�"SWJOEFS�,BVS
�3BWJ�,JSBO
�3ZMBOE�4IFOHTIJ�-J
�(SFHPSZ�-POHF-
OFDLFS
�1BUSJDJB�+��.BDINJMMFS
�1BUSJDJB�.D(VJSF
�&NJLP�.JZBTIJUB
�3PO�
$��.PTT
�)JSPZVLJ�.VSBLBNJ
�4FBO�0�$POOPS
�7BOEBOB�1BSBTIFS
�,BMB�
3BNFTI
�8BLBLP� 3PMMJOHFS
� #JMM� 4FUUF
� /FFOB� 4JOHI
� %FCCJF� 4USBOHF
�
BOE�*MJZBOB�4UPZBOPWB��&BDI�DPOUSJCVUPS�XSPUF�B�POF�QBHF� SFTQPOTF� UP�
UIF�DPODFQU�PG�[PLB�JO�IBJLV�BOE�IPX�JU�SFMBUFT�UP�UIFJS�PXO�BQQSPBDI�UP�
XSJUJOH�IBJLV��*O�BEEJUJPO�UP�UIFTF�XSJUUFO�SFTQPOTFT
�FBDI�QPFU�QSPWJEFE�
BCPVU� UXFMWF� FYBNQMFT� PG� UIFJS� PXO�XPSL� BOE� B� TIPSU� CJPHSBQIZ�XJUI�
QVCMJDBUJPO�DSFEJUT��%PQQMFS�EJE�OPU�FEJU�UIFJS�QSPTF�SFTQPOTFT�OPS�TFMFDU�
UIFJS�SFQSFTFOUBUJWF�IBJLV
�TP�UIJT�JT�B�DPNQJMBUJPO�PG�XIBU�UIF�QPFUT�QSP-
WJEFE��ăFSF�BSF�B�MPU�PG�FYDFMMFOU�IBJLV�JO�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO
�BOE�JU�JT�JOUFS-
FTUJOH�UP�DPOTJEFS�IPX�UIF�QPFUT�UIPVHIU�UIFJS�FYBNQMFT�DPOOFDUFE�XJUI�
UIF�DPODFQU�PG�[PLB��8IJMF�UIJT�BQQSPBDI�BMMPXFE�FBDI�XSJUFS�UP�GFBUVSF�
UIFJS�PXO�QSFTFOUBUJPO
�UIF�PWFSBMM�GFFM�PG�UIF�DPMMFDUJPO�JT�TJNJMBS�UP�XFC�
DPNQJMBUJPOT�TVDI�BT�The Living Haiku Anthology.

8IJMF�UIF�QPFUT�SFMBUF� UP�[PLB� JO�WBSJPVT�XBZT
�PWFSBMM� UIFZ�FNCSBDF�
UIF�MJGF�PG�IBJLV�BT�B�KPVSOFZ�UP�CF�DBSSJFE�PVU�JO�DPOKVODUJPO�XJUI�GPSDFT�
PS�OBUVSF�CFZPOE�UIFNTFMWFT��*�XJMM�TIBSF�B�GFX�RVPUFT�GSPN�TPNF�PG�UIF�
SFTQPOTFT��%PO�#BJSE
�B�MPOH�UJNF�QSPNPUFS�PG�B�;FO�BQQSPBDI�UP�IBJLV
�
XSJUFT��i)BJLV�BSF�OPU�TJNQMZ�QPFNT�PG�PCKFDUT��ăFZ�BSF�QPFNT�PG�BDUJW-
JUZ��UIFZ�BSF�XJUOFTTFT�UP�UIF�DPOUJOVVN�PG�CFJOH
�UIF�DPOTUBOU�OPXOFTT�
PG�BMM�UIJOHT��"T�XF�HP
�XF�CFDPNF��BT�XF�CFDPNF
�XF�BSF�BMSFBEZ�HPJOH�u�
)FSF�JT�POF�PG�#BJSE�T�IBJLV�

UFFUFSJOH�HSBTT�w
just moments ago
a dragonfly
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&NJLP�.JZBTIJUB� FYQMBJOT� UIBU� iNZ� VOEFSTUBOEJOH� PG� [PLB� JT� XIBU� JT�
CFZPOE�IVNBO�DSFBUJPO��.Z�DPOUFNQMBUJPO�PO�[PLB�DPODMVEFT�UP�MFBWF�
JU�BT�JO�UIF�DBTF�PG�AIBJLV��BOE�ALJHP���"OE
�MFU�JU�SFNJOE�ZPV�UIBU�JO�UIF�
&BTUFSO�XBZ�PG�QFSDFQUJPO
�OBUVSF�BOE�IVNBOT�BSF�POF�u�2VPUJOH�POF�PG�
IFS�NBTUFST
�&NJLP�XSJUFT��i)BJLV�QPFUT�BSF�IFSF�UP�DBQUVSF�UIF�TIJĕJOH�
NPNFOUT�JO�UIFJS�MJWFT
�OPUIJOH�NPSF
�OPUIJOH�MFTT�u�)FSF�JT�POF�PG�IFS�
FYBNQMFT�

B�CSPUIFS�BOE�TJTUFS�UBML
BCPVU�.PUIFS
TIFMMJOH�DIFTUOVUT

3PO�$��.PTT�XSJUFT��i8JUI�UIF�QSBDUJDF�PG�IBJLV
� JU�T�FYQFSJFODJOH�UIF�
XPOEFST�PG�CFJOH�BMJWF�XJUI�FWFSZ�CSFBUI�XF�UBLF���*�IBWF�MPOH�DPOTJEFSFE�
NZTFMG�B�TUVEFOU�PG�UIF�;FO�BSUT�u�0OF�PG�IJT�IBJLV�

OJHIU�USBJO
NPPOMJHIU�ĔJDLFST
JO�UIF�CBCZ�T�FZFT

$IVDL�#SJDLMFZ� TBZT� UIBU� i1FSIBQT� [PLB� JT� BLJO� UP� UIF� ATUVĈ�PG� MJGF
�� BO�
FMVTJWF�ZFU�VONJTUBLBCMF�RVBMJUZ� *�đOE� JOTQJSJOH� JO� UIF�IBJLV�PG�PUIFST�
BOE�TFFL�UP�DBQUVSF�JO�NZ�PXO��w�0CTFSWF�DMPTFMZ
�OFJUIFS�PWFSMPBEJOH�
UIF�FYQFSJFODF�XJUI�QSFDPODFJWFE�OPUJPOT
�OPS�TUSJWJOH�UP�CF�VOBUUBJOBCMZ�
PCKFDUJWF��ăFSF�JT�OP�NPSF�SFXBSEJOH�USBJU�GPS�B�IBJLV�QPFU�DPNNVOJOH�
XJUI�OBUVSF�UIBO�FNQBUIZ�u�0OF�GSPN�$IVDL�

GPSTZUIJB
UIF�XJEPX�T�CMJOET
QBSU�TMJHIUMZ

3PCFSU�&SMBOETPO�OPUFT�UIBU�IF�IBT�GPMMPXFE�iUIF�TDJFODF�PG�$IBPT�BOE�
$PNQMFYJUZ�TJODF�UIF�����Tu�BOE�IF�BTTPDJBUFT�iUIF�MBOHVBHF�PG�$IBPT�
BOE�$PNQMFYJUZ�XJUI�UIF�DSFBUJWF�FOFSHZ�BOE�FMFNFOUT�PG�[PLB�u�)F�GVS-
UIFS�FYQMBJOT�UIBU�iDIBPT�JT�UIF�DSFBUJWF�GPSDF�PG�OBUVSF�	ZBOH
�UIBU�IBT�UIF�
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TQPOUBOFPVT�UFOEFODZ�UP�HFOFSBUF�USBOTGPSNBUJPOT��'SBDUBM�QBUUFSOT�BSF�
UIF�SFTQPOTJWF�FMFNFOUT�	ZJO
�u�0OF�PG�IJT�TFOSZV�

VOGPSFTFFO
DPOTFRVFODFT�ĔPX�GSPN�DIBPT
BOPUIFS�CFFS�QMFBTF

1BUSJDJB�+��.BDINJMMFS�XSJUFT��i.Z�HVJEF�EVSJOH�NZ�GPSUZ�OJOF�ZFBS�KPVS-
OFZ�PG�XSJUJOH�IBJLV�IBT�CFFO�UIF�TFBTPOT��8JUIPVU�LOPXJOH�UIF�DPODFQU�
PG�[PLB
�UISPVHI�B�QSPDFTT�PG�EJTDPWFSZ�VTJOH�TFBTPO�XPSET�BT�NZ�/PSUI�
4UBS
�*�IBWF�VODPWFSFE�JUT�QPXFS�u�0OF�PG�IFS�IBJLV�

LJUDIFO�GBVDFU
UIF�ESJQ
�ESJQ
�ESJQ
PG�XJOUFS�NPPOMJHIU

*MJZBOB�4UPZBOPWB�SFMBUFE�UP�[PLB�BT�TJNJMBS�UP�B�#VMHBSJBO�BSU�NPWFNFOU�
DBMMFE�iOBWBu�BT�QSPNPUFE�CZ�QPFU�*WBO�.FUPEJFW�JO�IFS�OBUJWF�DPVOUSZ
�
#VMHBSJB��i"DDPSEJOH�UP�.FUPEJFW
�UP�BDIJFWF�OBWB�JT�AUP�JOIBMF�BOE�FYIBMF�
BU�UIF�TBNF�NPNFOU���*U�T�EFđOFE�BT�APOF�TPVOE
�POF�JNBHF
�POF�BDUJPO���
"OE�IFSF�MJFT�UIF�QBSBMMFM�XJUI�[PLB��-JLF�OBWB
�[PLB�TVHHFTUT�B�NFEJUB-
UJWF�TUBUF�JO�PSEFS�GPS�UIF�NJOE�UP�SJTF�BCPWF�FWFSZEBZ�MJGF�BOE�UP�PQFO�
DPOTDJPVTOFTT� BOE�QFSDFQUJPO��0OMZ� UIFO� DBO�POF� GVMMZ� SFBMJ[F� UIBU� BMM�
UIJOHT�BSF�JOTFQBSBCMF
�FRVBM
�BOE�FYJTU�JO�UIF�CBMBODF�PG�PQQPTJUFT
�DPO-
OFDUFE�CZ�UIF�TBNF�FOFSHZ
�B�DPTNJD�GPSDF�UIBU�QVMTBUFT�BOE�HJWFT�MJGF�BOE�
GPSN�UP�UIF�WJTJCMF�BOE�UIF�JOWJTJCMF�u�*MMJZBOB�QSPWJEFE�UIJT�BT�POF�PG�IFS�
FYBNQMFT�

tombstone in moss
JOTJEF�UIF�EFXESPQ
TIF�BMNPTU�TNJMFT

4FWFSBM�IBJLV�XSJUFST� GSPN� *OEJB�NBEF� DPOOFDUJPOT�CFUXFFO� [PLB� BOE�
UIF�4BOLSJU�DPODFQU�PG�1SBLSJUJ�BOE�SFMBUFE�UISFF�gunas��"T�/FFOB�4JOHI�
FYQMBJOT
� i1SBLSJUJ
� UIF� 4BOTLSJU� UFSN� GPS� OBUVSF� PS� UIF� OBUVSBM� XPSME
�
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JT� SFTQPOTJCMF� GPS� UIF�DSFBUJPO�PG� UIF�VOJWFSTF�BOE�FWFSZUIJOH�XJUIJO� JU�
UISPVHI�UISFF�DPOTUJUVFOU�RVBMJUJFT�	HVOBT
��sattva�	CBMBODF
�IBSNPOZ

�
rajas�	BDUJWJUZ
�NPUJPO

�BOE�tamas 	JOFSUJB
�EBSLOFTT
��ăJT�DPODFQU�FN-
CPEJFT�UIF�JEFB�PG�B�QSJNBM
�DSFBUJWF�GPSDF
�DPTNPT�PS�VOJWFSTBM�DPOTDJPVT-
OFTT�u�4IF�DPODMVEFT�UIBU�iăSPVHI�IBJLV
�XF�QBVTF�BOE�DPOUFNQMBUF�UIF�
JOUSJDBUF�EBODF�PG�DSFBUJPO�BOE�EFDBZ�UIBU�[PLB�TJHOJđFT
�đOEJOH�CFBVUZ�
BOE�NFBOJOH�JO�UIF�JNQFSNBOFODF�UIBU�EFđOFT�PVS�FYJTUFODF�u�)FSF�JT�BO�
FYBNQMF�PG�IFS�IBJLV�

TJHIUJOH�B�DSBC
UIF�SBJTFE�WPJDF
PG�NZ�HSBOETPO

0OF�PG�UIF�NPSF�VOJRVF�SFTQPOTFT�DPNFT�GSPN�/JDLZ�(VUJFSSF[�XIP�FN-
CSBDFT�B�$BUIPMJD�$ISJTUJBO�PS�XIBU�IF�DBMMT� iB� TBDSBNFOUBM� DPTNPMPHZ�
XIFSF�$SFBUJPO�IBT�UIF�QPTTJCJMJUZ�PG�QPJOUJOH�NF�CBDL�UP�UIF�$SFBUPS��
ăJT� JT�XIFSF�[PLB�FOUFST� JOUP�NZ�IBJLV�QSBDUJDF�u�)F�FYQMBJOT�� i8JUI�
SFWFSFOU�MJTUFOJOH
�*�IBWF�NFEJUBUFE�PO�[PLB�BOE�JODPSQPSBUFE�JU�JOUP�NZ�
AIBJLV�DPTNPMPHZ���ăJT�DPTNPMPHZ�TFFLT�UP�FYQFSJFODF�SBUIFS�UIBO�GPSDF
�
BU�QMBZ�JO�$SFBUJPO�BOE�FYQMPSF�UIF�JOOFS�XPSLJOHT�PG�UIF�DPTNPT�UISPVHI�
QPFUSZ�BOE�CFBVUZ��(PE�DSFBUFE�UIF�XPSME�BOE�QVU�JU�JOUP�NPUJPO��*�QVU�
UIJT�GPSXBSE�BT�[PLB
�BOE�UISPVHI�IBJLV
�*�DBO�QBSUJDJQBUF�BOE�CF�JO�IBS-
NPOZ�XJUI�$SFBUJPO��;PLB�JT�NBEF�VQ�PG�UXP�XPSET
�AUP�DSFBUF��BOE�AUP�
DIBOHF��XIJDI�JOWJUFT�NF�UP�QBSUJDJQBUF�JO�UIF�DSFBUJWF�USBOTGPSNBUJPO�PG�
UIF�DPTNPT�UIBU�(PE�TUBSUFE�u�)FSF�JT�BO�FYBNQMF�PG�IJT�IBJLV�

UFNQMF�TIBEF
one more spider lily
blooms

8IFO�DPOTJEFSFE�BT�B�XIPMF
�OPOF�PG�UIFTF�UXFOUZ�TJY�IBJLV�QPFUT�PĈFST�
BQPMPHJFT� GPS�CFJOH�PCKFDUJWF��/POF�FNCSBDFT�B�OPUJPO�PG�UIF�XPSME�PS�
UIFJS�MJWFT�BT�iPCKFDUJWF�SFBMJUZu�BOE�ZFU�UIFZ�XSJUF�GBJSMZ�USBEJUJPOBM�IBJLV��
$PMMFDUJWFMZ
�UIFZ�BOTXFS�XJUI�BO�BTTVSFE�MJGF�MPOH�QSBDUJDF�UIBU�[PLB
�UIF�
DSFBUJWF�GPSDFT�PG�OBUVSF
�BSF�BU�QMBZ�JO�UIFJS�IBJLV��$MFBSMZ�JU�JT�BU�MFBTU�POF�
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