
Modern Haiku 55.3126

PG� TUFQQJOH�PO�IJT�EFBE�XJGF�T� DPNC
� BMUIPVHI� TIF�XBT� TUJMM� WFSZ�NVDI�
BMJWF�

1PFN� BĕFS� QPFN� DBMMFE� UP�NJOE� A Year’s Speculations on Haiku by 
3PCFSU�4QJFTT
�BOE�UIF�TQFDVMBUJPO�GPS�'FCSVBSZ�GPVSUI��i����UIPTF�IBJLV�
UIBU�JOUJNBUF�B�QPJOU�PG�USBOTJUJPO
�UIF�NPNFOU�PG�USBOTGPSNBUJPO
�ZFT�u

'PS�FYBNQMF
�BĕFS�SFBEJOH�UIF�DPMMFDUJPO
�UIJT�QPFN�BOE�JUT
�AZFT
��LFQU�
returning to me:

UIF�đSTU�UP�HP�OPU�HPJOH�UIFSF

ăF�DPMMFDUJPO�XPSLT�TP�XFMM�CFDBVTF�JU�JT�OPU�B�POF�USJDL�QPOZ��ăFSF�JT�
XBSNUI�JO�JU
�UIF�LJOE�UIBU�UPPL�NF�UP�NZ�SPMF�BT�B�GBUIFS�BOE�NBEF�NF�
TUPQ�SFBEJOH�GPS�B�NPNFOU�PS�UXP�UP�HSBUFGVMMZ�SFNFNCFS�UIPTF�CJUUFS-
sweet days.

TUJMM�XJOUFS�T�OJHIU
LOPXJOH�UIFN�BMM
CZ�UIFJS�XFJHIU�PO�UIF�TUBJST

ăJT�JT�B�đOF�DPMMFDUJPO
�BOE�SFBEJOH�JU�NBZ�IBWF�ZPV�BTLJOH
�XIBU�EP�NZ�
QPFNT�TBZ �8IBU�EPFT�UIJT�TFBTPO�PG�NZ�MJGF�UFMM �8IBU�BSF�UIF�NPNFOUT�
UIBU�SFBE�ZPVS�MJGF �

No Heroic Measures
�CZ�3PMBOE�1BDLFS�	8JODIFTUFS
�7B���3FE�.PPO�
1SFTT
� ����
�� ���� QBHFT�� ����¤ ����� .BUUF� GPVS�DPMPS� DBSE� DPWFST��
QFSGFDUCPVOE�� *4#/�������������������� 1SJDF�� ������� GSPN�XXX�
SFENPPOQSFTT�DPN

Reviewed by George Swede

FFMMPX� $BOBEJBO� 3PMBOE� 1BDLFS� FOHBHFT� UIF� SFBEFS�T� JNBHJOBUJPO�
SJHIU�BXBZ�XJUI� UIF� UJUMF�PG�IJT� DPMMFDUJPO
�No Heroic Measures�� *U�T�

QV[[MJOH�VOUJM�POF�SFBMJ[FT�UIBU�1BDLFS�JT�SFGFSSJOH�UP�IFSPJD�DPVQMFUT�BOE�
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UIFJS�NFBTVSFT� PG� JBNCJD� QFOUBNFUFS� DPNNPO� UP� FQJD� BOE�NPDL�FQJD 
QPFUSZ��#Z�EPJOH�TP
�IF�JT�QPLJOH�GVO�BU�CPUI�UIF�HSBOE�FQJD�BOE�BU�UIF�
NPSF�IVNCMF�IBJLV��ăF�SFTVMU� JT� JSPOZ�BOE�IVNPS
�CPUI�PG�XIJDI�BSF�
GPVOE�BQMFOUZ�JO�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO�MJLF�UIJT�TVCUMF�POF�MJOFS�GSPN�XIJDI�UIF�
UJUMF�DPNFT�

TP�TPĕ�UIF�TOPX�OP�IFSPJD�NFBTVSFT

"OE
�UIFTF�UXP�UIBU�QPLF�HFOUMF�GVO�BU�SFMJHJPVT�CFMJFGT�

� đOHFS�QVQQFUT�w� B�OFX�EBUF
� NZ�EBVHIUFS�BTLT�NF�� GPS�UIF�3BQUVSF
 What’s a soul? � đSFĔJFT

ăF�IVNPS�DBO�BMTP�DPNF�GSPN�UIF�NPSF�CBXEZ�QBSU�PG�UIF�TQFDUSVN�

OPX�IJSJOH
all positions
TUSJQ�DMVC

5P�XSJUF�BCPVU�TFY�JO�B�GSFTI�NBOOFS�JT�OPU�FBTZ
�FTQFDJBMMZ�XJUI�B�TIPSU�
GPSN�TVDI�BT�IBJLV
�CVU�1BDLFS�EPFT�TP�XJUI�UIJT�SVFGVM�QJFDF�

HSBċUP�MPWF
PO�UIF�PWFSQBTT
NPSOJOH�BĕFS

)F�JT�FRVBMMZ�FĈFDUJWF�JO�EFBMJOH�XJUI�MPOH�TUBOEJOH�SFMBUJPOTIJQT��

yours, mine
UJMM�UIF�IPVTF�JT�TPME
UIF�SBJO�TUJMM�PVST

)BJLV� BCPVU� OBUVSF� UIBU� EPO�U� SFBE� MJLF� DPVOUMFTT� PUIFST� BSF� UPVHI� UP�
DPNQPTF
�CVU�1BDLFS�đOET�B�XBZ�
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� UIF�TQBO�� NJTU�BU�EBXO
� PG�B�TVNNFS�T�EBZ�� GSPN�UIF�PUIFS�TJEF
� EBEEZ�MPOH�MFHT�� B�MPPO�T�DBMM

"T�EP�TP�NBOZ�IBJLV�DPMMFDUJPOT
�UIJT�POF�BMTP�JODMVEFT�B�GFX�QSPTF�TUBUF-
NFOUT�JO�UIF�HVJTF�PG�IBJLV�

� B�DMPXO�T�TNJMF�� IBMG�MJHIU�B�EJOHIZ�BESJĕ
� JO�UIF�TNBMM�UPXO�QBSBEF
 painted on

/FWFSUIFMFTT
�SFBEFST�BSF�HPJOH�UP�CF�VODPODFSOFE�BCPVU�B�GFX�MBQTFT�PG�
KVEHFNFOU�CFDBVTF�No Heroic Measures JT�UPP�GVMM�PG�UIF�SFBM�UIJOH��

8IBU�TFUT�1BDLFS�BQBSU�GSPN�NPTU�PUIFS�FYDFMMFOU�IBJLV�QPFUT�BSF�IJT�
FYQMPSBUJPOT�PG�UIF�GPSN�IJT�XPSET�DBO�UBLF�CFZPOE�UIF�UZQJDBM�IPSJ[POUBM�
MBZPVU�PG�POF�UP�UISFF�MJOFT�

to
tem

y
our

s
tor
y

be
DPNF

s
mine

ăF� WFSUJDBMJUZ� PG� UIJT� IBJLV� TFFNT� OBUVSBM� CFDBVTF� UIF� XPSE� iUPUFNu�
TUSPOHMZ�TVHHFTUT�iUPUFN�QPMFTu�UIBU�BSF�VTFE�UP�UFMM�UIF�IJTUPSZ
�DVMUVSF�
BOE�BODFTUSZ�PG� B� HSPVQ�PG�QFPQMF��1BDLFS�T� MFBQ�PG� JNBHJOBUJPO�PDDVST�
XIFO�IF�UVSOT�BO�FYQFDUFE�UPUFNJD�UBMF� JOUP�POF�PG�B�CMJTTGVM�VOJPO�PG�
two persons.

"T�NVTU� IBWF� CFDPNF� DMFBS� CZ� OPX
� 1BDLFS� JT� BO� BEWFOUVSPVT� QPFU�
XIP�SFWFBMT�IJT�NPNFOUT�PG�SFBMJ[BUJPO�JO�VOVTVBM�XBZT�UIBU�FYQBOE�UIF�
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SFBEFS�T�JOUFSFTU��*O�UIF�OFYU�FYBNQMF
�IF�TUSFUDIFT�B�POF�MJOFS�BDSPTT�UXP�
GBDJOH�QBHFT�XIJMF�BU�UIF�TBNF�UJNF�DPNQSFTTJOH�UIF�TQBDFT�CFUXFFO�UIF�
words:

NPSOJOHTVOUIFPQFOBSNT������������������������������������PGBDSPTTJOHHVBSE

8JUI�UIFTF�UXP�DIBOHFT�JO�TUSVDUVSF
�UIF�DSPTTJOH�HVBSE�T�HSBOE�iTBGF�UP�
HPu�HFTUVSF�JT�EPVCMZ�NBHOJđFE�JOUP�B�IFBSU�XBSNJOH�FYQFSJFODF�GPS�UIF�
reader.

ăJT�CPPL�DPOUBJOT�OJOFUZ�TJY�QPFNT�BSSBOHFE� JOUP�FJHIU� TFDUJPOT�PG�
UXFMWF� FBDI��ăPTF� UIBU� JOWPMWF� PQUJDBMMZ� JOUFSFTUJOH�NBOJQVMBUJPOT� PG�
GPSN� UPUBM� UXFOUZ�OJOF� BOE� B�OVNCFS�PG� UIFTF� BQQFBS� JO� FBDI� TFDUJPO��
.PTU�PG�UIF�WJTVBMT�BSF�SFDPHOJ[BCMF�BT�IBJLV
�MJLF�UIF�UXP�BCPWF��#VU�B�
GFX�MPPL�UP�CF�NPSF�DPNGPSUBCMF�JO�B�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�DPODSFUF�QPFUSZ��/FW-
FSUIFMFTT
�No Heroic Measures�XJMM�CF�B�XFMDPNF�BEEJUJPO�UP�UIF� MJTU�PG�
CPPLT�UIBU�QVTI�UIF�CPVOEBSJFT�PG�UIF�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV�


