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after a day of blasting / for the highway / the songs of frogs��"MUIPVHI�BMM�PG�
IJT�QPFNT�đOE�UIF�DPOTUBOU�DSFBUJWF�JO�UIF�XPSME
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�
BOE�IF�JODMVEFT�UXP�XJUI�PWFSU�TJNJMFT�UIBU�EPO�U�RVJUF�XPSL
�JODMVEJOH�
UIF� UJUMF� QPFN�� if awakened, the mountains / like barons would / surely 
dance��0WFSBMM
�BO�FOKPZBCMF�DPMMFDUJPO��

Off the Main Road: Six Contemporary Haiku Writers
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"O�BOUIPMPHZ�GSPN�B�DPNQFUJUJPO�JO�TFBSDI�PG�IBJLV�UBMFOU�UIBU�IBT�OPU�
ZFU�QVCMJTIFE�BO�JOEJWJEVBM�DPMMFDUJPO��ăF�PSHBOJ[FST�TFU�B�TUSJDU�MJNJU�PG�
TJY�đOBMJTUT� GSPN� UIF�POF�IVOESFE�đĕZ� TVCNJTTJPOT��ăF�XJOOFST� FBDI�
HJWFO�B�CSJFG�CJP�BOE�TQBDF�GPS�UXFOUZ�GPVS�IBJLV��/PU�TVSQSJTJOH�JO�UIJT�
EBZ� PG� FYUFOTJWF� IBJLV� QVCMJTIJOH� PQQPSUVOJUJFT�QSJOU
� POMJOF
� BOE�
DPNQFUJUJPO�NPTU�PG�UIF�OBNFT�XJMM�CF�GBNJMJBS��/JDF�WBSJFUZ� JO�CPUI�
FYQFSJFODF
� WPJDF
� BOE� TUZMF��"� GBWPSJUF� GSPN�FBDI�� in the bittern hide / 
the resident bore / unscrews his thermos�	%BWJE�8FTUPO
��spring stream / 
she lifts the saree / just enough�	.FFSB�3FIN
��honeymoon over / a padlock 
rusting on a bridge / in france�	4UFWF�#MBDL
��returning geese / a few more 
pebbles / on her headstone� 	 +PIO�1BQQBT
�� ice cream truck— / the swing 
swings / by itself (Mary Ann Conley); loan application / the chain / on the 
bank’s pen�	/JDL�)PĈNBO
�

Milkweed: Selected Haiku & Senryu Alexis Rotella
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3PUFMMB�IBT�CFFO�B�TUFBEZ�QSFTFODF�JO�&OHMJTI�-BOHVBHF�IBJLV�BOE�TFOSZV�
GPS� OFBSMZ� đĕZ� ZFBST
� TFSWJOH� BT�)4"� 1SFTJEFOU
� Frogpond editor, and 
IPOPSBSZ�DVSBUPS�PG�UIF�"NFSJDBO�)BJLV�"SDIJWF�w�UP�OBNF�CVU�B�GFX�
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JNQPSUBOU�SPMFT�TIF�IBT�QMBZFE��)PXFWFS
�IFS�HSFBUFTU�SPMF�IBT�CFFO�UIBU�
PG�QPFU
�BOE�XF�BSF�HSBUFGVM�UP�#SPPLT�#PPLT�GPS�CSJOHJOH�PVU�UIJT�DBSFFS�
	VOUJM�OPX
�SFUSPTQFDUJWF��3PUFMMB�IBT�PĕFO�CFFO�MBCFMFE�B�XSJUFS�PG�QTZ-
DIPMPHJDBM�IBJLV�BOE�TFOSZV
�JOEFFE�TIF�XBT�POF�PG�UIF�đSTU�UP�XSJUF�IBJ-
LV�UIBU�GPDVTFE�PO�JOUFSQFSTPOBM�SFMBUJPOTIJQT�	TFF�IFS�XPOEFSGVM������
DPMMFDUJPO
�After the Affair
�BOE�NVDI�PG�IFS�XPSL�JT�JO�UIJT�WFJO
�CVU�TVDI�
MBCFMT�NBTL�UIF�XJEFS�SBOHF�PG�IFS�XPSL��ăF�QPFNT�BSF�BSSBOHFE
�XJUI�B�
GFX�FYDFQUJPOT
�JO�PSEFS�PG�QVCMJDBUJPO��ăJT�SFBEFS�XPVME�IBWF�MJLFE�GVS-
UIFS�DPOUFYU�DPODFSOJOH�UIJT�BSSBOHFNFOU
�TVDI�BT�ZFBS�PG�QVCMJDBUJPO�PS�
DPMMFDUJPO�OBNF
�PS�CPUI
�UP�CFUUFS�JMMVTUSBUF�UIF�UJNFMJOF�PG�3PUFMMB�T�MPOH�
IBJLV�DBSFFS��-JLF�NPTU�XSJUFST
�3PUFMMB�IBT�PWFS�UIF�ZFBST�SFWJTFE�TPNF�
PG�IFS�QSFWJPVTMZ�QVCMJTIFE�XPSL��UIFTF�BOE�OFX�FEJUT�XFSF�NBEF�PO�UIF�
poems in Milkweed��8IJMF�3PUFMMB�IBT�XPSLFE� JO�PUIFS� GPSNT
� TVDI�BT�
UBOLB
�IBJCVO
�BOE�IBJHB
�UIF�DVSSFOU�WPMVNF�POMZ�DPOUBJOT�IFS�IBJLV�BOE�
TFOSZV��"�HPPE�DIBODF�UP�SFWJTJU�IFS�MBSHF�DPSQVT
�JODMVEJOH�CPUI�UIF�DMBT-
TJDT�BOE�MFTTPS�LOPXOT��Late August / I bring him the garden / in my skirt; 
Posing seductively / under the lilac / my mother at my age��3FDPNNFOEFE�


