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Falling Rocks and the Poetry of 
1ĮŃĹ�0��8ĶĹĹĶĮĺŁ

David Greenwood

RFBEJOH�BOE�XSJUJOH�BSF�WFSZ�IVNBO�UIJOHT��ăF�DPOOFDUJPO�UISPVHI�
UIF�XSJUUFO�XPSE�CFUXFFO�QFPQMF�BDSPTT�TQBDF�BOE�UJNF�DBO�CF�SF-

NBSLBCMF�JO�JUT�TUSFOHUI�PG�GFFMJOH��ăBU�GFFMJOH�PG�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�BOPUIFS�
QFSTPO�T� UIPVHIU
�QFSIBQT�FWFO�B� MPOH�EFBE�QFSTPO
� JT�B�XPOEFSGVM�BOE�
NZTUFSJPVT�UIJOH��8SJUFST�BOE�SFBEFST�PG�IBJLV
�TFOSZV
�UBOLB
�BOE�BMM�UIF�
BTTPDJBUFE�GPSNT�NJHIU�HSBTQ�UIJT�NPSF�UIBO�NPTU
�HJWFO�UIBU�UIJT�HFOSF�
PG�QPFUSZ�JT�NPSF�GPDVTFE�PO�UIF�JNBHF
�UIF�NPNFOU�PG�FYQFSJFODF�UIBU�
POF�USJFT� UP�DBQUVSF� JO�B�EJTUJMMFE� TIPSU� GPSN��4PNFUJNFT
�XF�DBO� JEFO-
UJGZ� B� GPVOEBUJPOBM� JNBHF� GPS�B�XSJUFS�CFDBVTF� UIFZ�NBLF� JU� BO�FYQMJDJU�
DFOUFSQJFDF�PG�UIFJS�UIPVHIU�BOE�PG�UIF�QPSUSBZBM�UP�UIF�XPSME�PG�SFBE-
FST��0UIFS�UJNFT
�JU�JT�MJLF�DPOOFDUJOH�UIF�EPUT�UISPVHI�WBSJPVT�QJFDFT�PG�
UIFJS�XSJUJOH
�BT�UIF�BVUIPS�SFUVSOT�UP�BO�JNBHF��8IJMF�JU�JT�OPU�QPTTJCMF�
UP�SFDPOTUSVDU�B�MJGF�PS�B�UIJOLFS�GSPN�UIFJS�JNBHFSZ�PG�FYQFSJFODFT
�POF�
DBO�DFSUBJOMZ�UPVDI�PO�UIF�IJHI�QPJOUT��8F�DBO�đOE�BO�JOUFSFTUJOH�BOE�
JOTUSVDUJWF�FYBNQMF�JO�UIF�XSJUJOH�PG�UIF�MBUF�1BVM�0��8JMMJBNT�	�����m�
����

�B�QBTU�1SFTJEFOU�PG�UIF�)BJLV�4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB��8JMMJBNT�UPPL�
IJT�1I�%��JO�&OHMJTI�GSPN�UIF�6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�1FOOTZMWBOJB
�UBVHIU�BU�TFW-
FSBM�VOJWFSTJUJFT�UISPVHIPVU�IJT�DBSFFS
�BOE�BMPOH�UIF�XBZ�XSPUF�B�HSFBU�
EFBM�PG�đDUJPO�BOE�QPFUSZ�JO�WBSJPVT�GPSNT��8F�DBO�USBDF�IJT�VTF�PG�B�TJOHMF�
JNBHF�PS�UIFNF�BOE
�EVF�UP�UIBU�GPDVT
�QFSIBQT�BMPOH�UIF�XBZ�TFF�TPNF�PG�
UIF�VOEFSQJOOJOHT�PG�IJT�UIPVHIU���

*O�����
�8JMMJBNT�QVCMJTIFE�IJT�TFDPOE�IBJLV�DPMMFDUJPO
�Tracks on the 
River��ăF�WPMVNF�DPOUBJOT�B�QSFWJPVTMZ�VOQVCMJTIFE�QPFN�UIBU�SFTPOBU-
FE�XJUI�NF�BT�JU�IBT�OVNFSPVT�PUIFS�SFBEFST
�BOE�BT�XF�XJMM�TFF
�SFTPOBUFE�
QBSUJDVMBSMZ�XJUI�UIF�BVUIPS�IJNTFMG�

UIBXJOH�SBJO���
GSPN�B�IJHI�PVUDSPQ
�B�SPDL
DMBUUFST�EPXO�BOE�TUPQT
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ăF�QPFN�IBT�FYDJUFE�DPNNFOU�GSPN�B�OVNCFS�PG�PUIFS�QPFUT
�JODMVEJOH�
UIFO�)BJLV�4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB�1SFTJEFOU� +BZ�'SJFEFOCFSH� JO� UIF�)4"�
Bulletin.1�*O�IJT�SFWJFX�PG�Tracks on the River
�4UFQIFO�(PVME�TJOHMFE�UIJT�
IBJLV�PVU��i"NPOH�UIF�WFSZ�đOFTU�JO�UIF�CPPL
�UIJT�JT�B�IBJLV�XSFODIFE�
GSPN�DIBPT�u2  

ăF�MJLFMZ�TJUF�GPS�UIF�PCTFSWBUJPO�UIBU�TQBSLFE�UIJT�IBJLV�XBT�UIF�CMVĈT�
TVSSPVOEJOH� &MTBI
� *MMJOPJT
� GSPN�XIJDI� SPDL� VTFE� UP� CF� RVBSSJFE� BOE�
NBEF�JOUP�MJNF�VOUJM�UIF�8FTUFSO�8IJUJOH�.JMM�DMPTFE�JO������3�1SJODJQJB�
$PMMFHF
�XIFSF�8JMMJBNT�UBVHIU�&OHMJTI
�XBT�CVJMU�PO�UIF�&MTBI�CMVĈT��
"DDPSEJOH�UP�BO�FNBJM�DPNNVOJDBUJPO�GSPN�"OOF�$IBEXJDL�8JMMJBNT
�
1BVM�8JMMJBNT��EBVHIUFS
�i.Z�GBUIFS�EJEO�U�LFFQ�B�KPVSOBM
�CVU�UIF�MPDB-
UJPO�XPVME�DFSUBJOMZ�CF�BSPVOE�XIFSF�*�HSFX�VQ�JO�&MTBI
�*-�BMPOH�UIF�
.JTTJTTJQQJ�3JWFS��#MVĈT�MJOF�UIF�3JWFS�3PBE
�BOE�UIF�DPMMFHF�IF�UBVHIU�BU�
XBT�PO�UPQ�PG�UIPTF�CMVĈT��)F�NBZ�IBWF�CFFO�EPXO�BMPOH�UIF�SJWFS�POF�
EBZ�BOE�TBX�UIJT�IBQQFO��)F�GPVOE�UIF�BSFB�WFSZ�JOTQJSJOH�u�ăF�HSPVOE-
JOH�JO�PCTFSWBUJPO�PG�BO�BDUVBM�FWFOU�IJHIMJHIUT�UIF�JNQPSUBODF�PG�CFJOH�
B�QSFQBSFE�PCTFSWFS
�PS�BT�8JMMJBNT�EFTDSJCFE�JU
�EFWFMPQJOH�B�UIPVHIU�PG�
8BMU�8IJUNBO�T�JO�IJT�Song of Myself
�iMPBđOH�BMFSUMZ�u4 This is similar to 
IJT�QFSTQFDUJWF�PO�UIF�OFFE�GPS�EFWFMPQJOH�UIF�FZF�GPS�EFUBJM�JO�UIF�TJHOJđ-
DBOU�NPNFOU��i*O�B�TFOTF
�BMM�IBJLV�BSF�CBTFE�PO�IFJHIUFOFE�NPNFOUT
�
BOE�UIF�FBSOFTU�XSJUFS�PG�IBJLV�XPSLT� UP�QFSDFJWF� TVDI�NPNFOUT�PĕFO�
BOE�EJTUJODUMZ����u5

8IFSF�FMTF�JT�UIJT�JNBHF�NFOUJPOFE �*O�UIF�JOUSPEVDUJPO�UP�UIBU�TBNF�
�����WPMVNF�PG�QPFUSZ
�8JMMJBNT�XSPUF


8IFO�ZPV�IFBS�B�TUPOF�EJTMPEHF�JUTFMG�GSPN�UIF�IJHI�SJWFS�CMVĈT�BOE�XBUDI�
JU�UVNCMF�EPXO�UP�SFTU�BHBJO
�PS�XIFO�UIF�QJOF�CSBODIFT�NPWF�TMJHIUMZ�JO�
UIF�XJOUFS�CSFF[F
�PS�XIFO�ZPV�IFBS�UIF�MBUF�XJOUFS�JDF�GSJOHF�PO�UIF�SJWFS�
TXJTI� BOE�IJTT� RVJFUMZ� BT� JU� CSFBLT�VQ� JO� UIF� DVSSFOU
� ZPV�LOPX�FBDI�PG�
UIFTF�FWFOUT
�UPHFUIFS�XJUI�UIF�IVNBO�SFTQPOTF�UP�JU
�DPOUBJOT�B�QPFN
�B�
DPNQMFUF�BSUJTUJD�FOUJUZ�6 

*O�����
�8JMMJBNT�SFUVSOFE�UP�UIJT�JNBHF�JO�BO�BSUJDMF�JO�Modern Haiku, 
XSJUJOH
�iăF�XSJUFS�NBLFT�UIF�XFBUIFSJOH�SPDL�QFSNBOFOU�JO�UIF�SFQSP-
EVDJCMF
� IFODF� FOEVSJOH
�NFEJVN�PG�XPSET�u7�ăF� UIFNF� PG� FSPTJPO� JT�
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BMTP�USFBUFE� JO�8JMMJBNT�������DPMMFDUJPO�PG�8FTUFSO�WFSTF
�Growing in 
the Rain��*O�UIF�QPFN
�i8JOE�4PJM
u�IF�XSPUF��

ăJT�DIJMMZ
�TMBOUJOH�SBJO�JT�HSPPWJOH�EPXO

BHBJO
�BDSPTT�UIF�đFMET
�UISPVHI�HVMMJFE�CSPPLT

JT�TMJEJOH�*MMJOPJT�TPVUI�UPXBSET�UIF�(VMG
in moiled suspension. As I stand on top
PG�UIJT�IJHI�LOPC�BOE�UIJOL�FSPTJPO
�*
UPP�TFFN�EFQSFTTFE�UIF�UFOEFODZ�UP�ESBH
BMM�EPXO�TFFNT�FWFSZXIFSF�JT�MFBDIJOH�PĈ
UIF�HSPVOE�CFOFBUI�VT
�TQPJMJOH
�CFBUJOH�EPXO�8

�ăJT� JNBHFSZ� NBEF� JUT� đOBM� BQQFBSBODF� JO� UIF� ����� JOUSPEVDUJPO� UP 
8JMMJBNT��đOBM�IBJLV�DPMMFDUJPO
�Outside Robins Sing: Selected Haiku. In 
UIBU�JOUSPEVDUJPO
�FOUJUMFE�iăF�#VSTU�JO�)BJLV
u�IF�XSPUF��

)BJLV�EJTDPWFST�UIF�VOVTVBM�BOE�TJHOJđDBOU�JO�EBJMZ�MJGF
�TIPXJOH�JU�JT�OPU�
RVPUJEJBO�CVU�PĕFO�TUBSUMJOH��ăJOHT�IBQQFO��)BJLV�TFFT�UIF�BTUPVOEJOH�
OBUVSF�PG�UIFTF�UIJOHT
�PS�UIF�VOJWFSTBMJUZ
�PS�UIF�đOFOFTT�PG�RVBMJUZ�UIFSF
�
PS� UIF� VOJRVFOFTT� BOE� TJHOJđDBODF��8IFO� TFEJNFOUBSZ� SPDL
� PODF� QBSU�
PG�B�TFB�CPUUPN
�OPX�JO�B�IJHI�.JEXFTUFSO�CMVĈ
�đOBMMZ�JT�GSPTU�MPPTFOFE�
BOE�UVNCMFT�EPXO�UIF�CMVĈ
�UIBU�JT�BO�FWFOU�UIBU�UPPL�NJMMJPOT�PG�ZFBST�UP 
prepare.9

*O� GBDU
� UIF� UIFNF�PG� UIBU� JOUSPEVDUJPO
� iUIF�CVSTU� JO�IBJLV
u�XBT� JMMVT-
USBUFE�CZ�UIJT�JNBHF��ăBU�JEFB�PG�UIF�iCVSTUu�XBT
�JODJEFOUBMMZ
�OPU�B�MBUFS�
SFWFMBUJPO�PG�8JMMJBNT�
�IBWJOH�BQQFBSFE�JO�UIF�JOUSPEVDUJPO�UP�IJT�đSTU�
DPMMFDUJPO�PG�IBJLV�GSPN�����
�The Edge of the Woods.10

8IZ� UIJT� JNBHF � *O� ����
� 8JMMJBNT� EJTDVTTFE� UIF� JNQPSUBODF� PG 
FOEVSJOH�FWFOUT�BOE�UIFJS�BVSBT�

ăF�QPFU�T� KPC
� UIFO
� JT� UP�DPOUBJO�UIBU�FWFOU�BOE� JUT�BVSB�PG� GFFMJOH�TVD-
DJODUMZ
�XJUIPVU� UIF� JOUFSGFSFODF� PG�XPSE�QMBZ� PS� DPHJUBUJPO��ăF�XIPMF�
UBTL�JT�UIBU�PG�DPOWFZJOH�UIF�VOJRVF�BUNPTQIFSF�QSFTFOU��0ĕFO�UIJT�BVSB�
JUTFMG�JT�TP�EFMJDBUF�BOE�JOEFđOBCMF�UIBU�XIJMF�UIF�QPFU�DBO�TPNFUJNFT�UFMM�JG�
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IF�IBT�DBVHIU�JU
�IF�EPFTO�U�BMXBZT�LOPX�XIBU�JU�JT�IF�IBT�DBVHIU��)F�TJNQMZ�
SFDPHOJ[FT�JUT�QSFTFODF��*U�BMXBZT�MJFT�CFZPOE�UIF�JNBHF�QSFTFOUFE�JO�UIF�
JNBHF�T�FTDBQJOH�IJOUT�PG�JNQMJDBUJPO�11  

8JMMJBNT�DPODMVEFE�IJT�EJHSFTTJPO�JO�UIF������BSUJDMF�XJUI�IJT�PXO�KVT-
UJđDBUJPO�GPS�EXFMMJOH�PO�BO�JNBHF��iăF�QPFU
� GPS�IJT�QBSU
�CFDBVTF�IF�
WBMVFT�UIF�QSPDFTT�BOE�XBOUT�UP�DPOUJOVF�JU
�NVTU�CF�DPOWJODFE�FOPVHI�
UP�HP�PO�IJT�PXO�XBZ�BOE�SJTL�QV[[MJOH�QFPQMF
�DPOđEFOU�UIBU�TPNFCPEZ�
XJMM�QSPCF�BOE�FOKPZ�XIBU�IF�JT�EPJOH�u12�*O�GBDU
�8JMMJBNT�IBE�BO�FZF�GPS�
UIJT�TPSU�PG�JOUFSUFYUVBMJUZ�BOE�IBE�QSFWJPVTMZ�FOKPZFE�USBDJOH�JU�JO�PUIFST��
XSJUJOH��*O�B������BSUJDMF�GPS�UIF�ăPSFBV�4PDJFUZ
�IF�OPUFE�UIBU�ăPSFBV�T�
NFOUJPO�PG�CVJMEJOH�IJT�IPVTF�PO�8BMEFO�1POE�XJUI� B�CPSSPXFE� BYF
�
MPOH�UIPVHIU�UP�CF�BO�BDUVBM�IBQQFOTUBODF�PDDVSSFODF
�XBT�MJLFMZ�B�#JCMJ-
DBM� SFGFSFODF
�ESBXJOH�B�QBSBMMFM�CFUXFFO�IJNTFMG�BOE���,JOHT������� UP�
FTUBCMJTI�B�iTZNCPMJD�PWFSUPOF
�UIF�BUUFNQU�UP�FTUBCMJTI�BO�JEFOUJUZ�XJUI�
UIF�QSPQIFU�&MJTIB
�XIP�XJUI�IJT�GPMMPXFST�BMTP�CVJMU�B�IPVTF�BQBSU�GSPN�
TPDJFUZ�u13 

ăJT� JT
�POF�IPQFT
�NPSF�UIBO�UIF�TVN�PG� JUT�QBSUT
�B�NFSF�DPMMFDUJPO�
PG�NFOUJPOT�PG� B� UIFNF�BLJO� UP� B�CVMMFU� MJTU��8JMMJBNT�IJHIMJHIUFE� UIF�
JNQPSUBODF�PG�UIJT�JNBHF�PWFS�UIF�DPVSTF�PG�ZFBST�BOE�QSFTFOUFE�JU�JO�EJG-
GFSFOU�XBZT��8IBU�XF�IBWF
�UIFO
�JT�B�TFSJFT�PG�MFOTFT�QSPWJEJOH�VT�EJĈFSFOU�
GBDFUT�PG�B� TJOHMF�FYQFSJFODF� GPS�BO�PCTFSWBOU�BVUIPS��'VSUIFSNPSF
� UIF�
DPOTJEFSBUJPO�PG�UIBU�JNBHF�PWFS�UJNF�USBDFT�GPS�VT�UIF�UIFPSFUJDBM�VOEFS-
QJOOJOHT�PG�B�QPFU�T�UIPVHIU��*OEFFE
�JO�CPUI�PG�IJT�TFNJOBM�EJTDVTTJPOT�
PG�iCVSTUu�BOE�iBVSB
u�UIF�TJHOJđDBODF�PG�XIJDI�XBT�IJHIMJHIUFE�CZ�(VSHB�
BOE�8FMDI
14�8JMMJBNT�VUJMJ[FE�UIJT�JNBHF��*�MJLF�UP�UIJOL�UIBU�8JMMJBNT�
XBT�NPSF� UIBO� KVTUJđFE� JO�IJT� DPOđEFODF� UIBU� TPNFCPEZ�XPVME�QSPCF�
BOE�FOKPZ�XIBU�IF�XBT�EPJOH�

Notes

1�'SJFEFOCFSH
�+BZ��i'SPN�UIF�1SFTJEFOU���)BJLV�4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB�#VMMFUJO�.BZ��
�
������IUUQ���XX�ITB�IBJLV�PSH�OFXTMFUUFST���������)4"�/FXT�QEG��

2�(PVME
�4UFQIFO��6OUJUMFE�3FWJFX�PG�Tracks on the River. Frogpond ����	����

����
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3�)PTNFS
�$IBSMFT�#��BOE�1BVM�0��8JMMJBNT��Elsah: A Historic Guidebook��&MTBI��
)JTUPSJD�&MTBI�'PVOEBUJPO
�����
�����

4�8JMMBJNT
� 1BVM�0�� �-PBđOH�"MFSUMZ��0CTFSWBUJPO� BOE�)BJLV�� JO�Frogpond 4.4 
	����
��SFQSJOUFE�JO�The Nick of Time: Essays on Haiku Aesthetics, eds. Lee Gurga 
BOE�.JDIBFM�%ZMBO�8FMDI��'PTUFS�$JUZ��1SFTT�)FSF
�����
�����

5�8JMMJBNT
� 1BVM�0�� i)BJLV� BOE� UIF�"SU� PG� 'JDUJPO���Frogpond� ����� 	����
�� SF-
printed in The Nick of Time: Essays on Haiku Aesthetics
�FET��-FF�(VSHB�BOE�.JDIBFM�
%ZMBO�8FMDI��'PTUFS�$JUZ��1SFTT�)FSF
�����
�����

6�8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0�� iăF�"VSB�PG�)BJLV�� JO�Tracks on the River��&MTBI
� *MMJOPJT��
Coneflower Press, 1982, 4; reprinted in The Nick of Time: Essays on Haiku Aesthet-
ics
�FET��-FF�(VSHB�BOE�.JDIBFM�%ZMBO�8FMDI��'PTUFS�$JUZ��1SFTT�)FSF
�����
�������

7�8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0��iăF�-BTUJOH�BOE�&QIFNFSBM�JO�)BJLVu�JO�Modern Haiku 20.1 
	����

�SFQSJOUFE�JO�The Nick of Time: Essays on Haiku Aesthetics, 35.

8�8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0��Growing in the Rain: Fifty-four poems�� 4NZUIF�8BJUF�1SFTT��
4BOUB�3PTB
�$BMJGPSOJB
�����
����

9�8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0��Outside Robins Sing: Selected Haiku��%FDBUVS
�*MMJOPJT��#SPPLT�
Books, 1999, unpaginated.

10� �8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0��The Edge of the Woods: 55 Haiku��&MTBI
� *MMJOPJT��QSJWBUFMZ�
QVCMJTIFE
�������ăF�QSFGBDF�UP�UIF�XPSL
�MPOH�PVU�PG�QSJOU
�IBT�CFFO�QSFTFSWFE�CZ�
.JDIBFM�%ZMBO�8FMDI�PO�IJT�XFCTJUF��IUUQT���XXX�HSBDFHVUT�DPN�GVSUIFS�SFBEJOH�
QSFGBDF�UP�UIF�FEHF�PG�UIF�XPPET�

11�8JMMJBNT
�iăF�"VSB�PG�)BJLV
u����
12�8JMMJBNT
�iăF�"VSB�PG�)BJLV
u����
13�8JMMJBNT
�1BVM�0��iăF�#PSSPXFE�"YF�"�#JCMJDBM�&DIP�JO�8BMEFO u�The Tho-

reau Society Bulletin����	����

���
14�(VSHB
�-FF�BOE�.JDIBFM�%ZMBO�8FMDI��iăF�.JEEMF�8BZ��1BVM�0��8JMMJBNT��&T-

TBZT�PO�)BJLV
u�The Nick of Time
�������F�H��i1BVM�JT�BCMF�UP�EJTDFSO�UIF�EFMJDBDZ
�UIF�
BVSB�UIBU�SFNBJOT�BSPVOE�FBDI�đOF�IBJLV�BĕFS�JU�IBT�CFFO�FYQFSJFODFE�CZ�UIF�SFBEFS
�
BOE�DPNNVOJDBUF�XIBU�JT�TQFDJBM�BCPVU�UIJT�u�


