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Robert Epstein

I SFDFOUMZ�MJWFE�UISPVHI�UIF�PSEFBM�PG�NPWJOH
�XIJDI�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�
IJHIMZ� TUSFTTGVM�FWFO�VOEFS�UIF�CFTU�PG�DJSDVNTUBODFT��"MUIPVHI� MPUT�

PG�QFPQMF�NPWF�FWFSZ�EBZ�BOE�*�IBWF�BT�XFMM�UIJT�NPWF�GFMU�NBSLFEMZ�
EJĈFSFOU�GPS�NF��

*�IBWF�MJWFE�JO�UIF�TBNF�UXP�CFESPPN�SFOUBM�JO�UIF�4BO�'SBODJTDP�#BZ�
BSFB� GPS� UIJSUZ�ZFBST��"MUIPVHI�*�EJEO�U�PXO�UIF� TJOHMF�GBNJMZ�IPVTF
� JU�
IBE�CFFO�IPNF�UP�NF�GPS�NPSF�ZFBST�UIBO�*�IBE� MJWFE�BOZXIFSF�FMTF��*�
HFU�BUUBDIFE�UP�QMBDFT�CFDBVTF�*�XBT�GPSDFE�UP�NPWF�BT�B�UIJSUFFO�ZFBS�PME�
XIFO�NZ� GBUIFS� HPU� B� KPC� JO� BOPUIFS� TUBUF� BOE�IF� UJSFE�PG� DPNNVUJOH�
FWFSZ�EBZ�UP�XPSL��"T�B�UFFO
�UIBU�NPWF�XBT�USBVNBUJD�GPS�NF�GPS�SFBTPOT�
*�OFFE�OPU�EFUBJM�IFSF��

late winter walk —
in an abandoned nest

OPUIJOH�TUJST

8IFO�NZ�MBOEMPSE�EJFE�MBUF�MBTU�ZFBS�JO�IFS���T�BOE�UIF�IFJST�EFDJEFE�UP�
TFMM�UIF�QSPQFSUZ�GPVS�NPOUIT�BĕFS�IFS�EFBUI
�*�XBT�GPSDFE�UP�NPWF�XJUIJO�
TJYUZ�EBZT��ăF�DVSSFOU�NPWF�CSPVHIU�VQ�BMM�UIF�GFFMJOHT�PG�QPXFSMFTTOFTT�
BOE�EJTQMBDFNFOU�*�IBE�GFMU�BT�B�WVMOFSBCMF�BEPMFTDFOU�OFBSMZ�TJYUZ�ZFBST�
ago.

0G� DPVSTF
� BT� BO� BEVMU� *� IBWF� NPSF� BXBSFOFTT� BOE� SFTPVSDFT� BU� NZ�
EJTQPTBM� UP�DPQF�XJUI�B�NBKPS�EJTQMBDFNFOU��0OF�LFZ� SFTPVSDF� *�EJEO�U�
IBWF�BDDFTT�UP�JO������XBT�IBJLV��8JUI�UIF�DVSSFOU�NPWF
�*�JNNFEJBUFMZ�
UVSOFE�UP�IBJLV�BT�B�WJUBM�NFBOT�PG�FYQSFTTJOH�XIBU�*�XBT�MJWJOH�UISPVHI
�
KVTU�BT�*�IBWF�EPOF�XIFO�FBDI�PG�NZ�QBSFOUT�EJFE�PWFS�UIF�QBTU�UXFOUZ�
ZFBST��ăJT�NPWF�UPP�GFMU�WFSZ�NVDI�MJLF�B�EFBUI�UP�NF��

DSJDLFUT
PI
�UIF�DSJDLFUT�IPX
*�XJMM�NJTT�UIFJS�TPOH
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8SJUJOH�IBJLV�IBT�CFFO�UIFSBQFVUJD�GPS�NF�CFDBVTF�UIF�QPFNT�CFBS�XJU-
OFTT�UP�NZ�BOHVJTI�BOE�TPSSPX
�NZ�GFBS
�MPTT
�BOE�TFOTF�PG�JTPMBUJPO��ăF�
XSJUFS�BT�XJUOFTT�NFBOT�*�BN�OPU�BMPOF�FWFO�UIPVHI�*�GFMU�WFSZ�NVDI�TP�
UISPVHIPVU� UIJT�NPWF� KVTU� BT� *�EJE�BU� BHF� UIJSUFFO��ăF�QPFUSZ� *�XSJUF
�
XIFUIFS�PCKFDUJWFMZ�HPPE�PS�CBE�BT�MJUFSBUVSF
�FNCPEJFT�B�IFBMJOH�BHFOU�
JO�UIF�GPSN�PG�B�XJUOFTT
�XIJDI�*�MBDLFE�XIFO�*�XBT�GPSDFE�UP�NPWF�BT�B�
UFFO��"U�UIBU�UJNF
�NZ�QBSFOUT�XFSF�QSFPDDVQJFE�BOE�PWFSXIFMNFE�BOE�
OP�SFMBUJWF�PS�PMEFS�BEVMU�DIFDLFE�JO�XJUI�NF�UP�TFF�IPX�*�XBT�EPJOH�JO�
UIF�GBDF�PG�UIJT�XPSME�TIBUUFSJOH�DIBOHF��*�DPQFE�XJUI�UIF�PSEFBM�CZ�TIVU-
UJOH�EPXO�BOE�CFDPNJOH�EFQSFTTFE�GPS�ZFBST��/P�POF�XBT�QSFTFOU�FOPVHI�
UP�CFBS�XJUOFTT�PS�PĈFS�DPNGPSU�BT�B�NFBOT�PG�DPQJOH�XJUI�UIF�BOHVJTI�
UIBU�*�GFMU��

Bearing witness is not merely being an eyewitness. To bear witness 
NFBOT� UP� CF� GVMMZ� QSFTFOU� BOE� BXBSF�XJUI� 	TFMG�
DPNQBTTJPO�� *� EP� OPU�
OFFE�TPNFPOF�UP�WBMJEBUF�XIBU�*�BN�FYQFSJFODJOH��ăJT�JT�OPU�FWFO�QPT-
TJCMF
�EFTQJUF�UIF�GBDU�UIBU�NBOZ
�JG�OPU�NPTU
�QFPQMF�PĕFO�HP�UP�UIFSBQZ�JO�
PSEFS�UP�IBWF�UIFJS�GFFMJOHT�iWBMJEBUFE
u�BOE�UIFSBQJTUT�NJTHVJEFEMZ�UIJOL�
PG�UIFNTFMWFT�BT�iWBMJEBUJOHu�UIFJS�DMJFOUT��GFFMJOHT��

*�BN�UIF�POMZ�POF�XIP�DBO�WBMJEBUF�NZ�FYQFSJFODF�PS�NZ�GFFMJOHT��0UI-
FST�NBZ�BċSN�XIBU�*�BN�HSBQQMJOH�XJUI�PS�TUSFOHUIT�*�QPTTFTT
�CVU�UIFZ�
DBOOPU�WBMJEBUF�XIBU� *� BN� MJWJOH� UISPVHI��ăVT
� JG� *�XSJUF�IBJLV�BCPVU�
UIF� HSJFG� BOE� TPSSPX� *� BN� MJWJOH� UISPVHI
� UIF�IBJLV� SFQSFTFOU� B�QPFUJD�
WBMJEBUJPO�PG�UIJT�FYQFSJFODF��*O�UIJT�TFOTF
�IBJLV�QPFUSZ�DPOUBJOT�B�TFMG�
UIFSBQFVUJD�PS�IFBMJOH�BTQFDU
�XIJDI�BEWBODFT�SFDPWFSZ�GSPN�NBKPS�MPTTFT�
TVDI�BT�NZ�SFDFOU�NPWF��5P�QVU�JU�BOPUIFS�XBZ
�XSJUJOH�IBJLV�TFSWFT�BO�
JNQPSUBOU�JOUFHSBUJWF�GVODUJPO�

*�EPO�U�IBWF�UP�CMPDL�PVU�UIF�BOHVJTI
�BOHFS
�BMPOFOFTT
�BOE�PUIFS�GFFM-
JOHT�*�BN�CFTFU�CZ��*�DBO�BDLOPXMFEHF�BOE�BċSN�UIFN�NZTFMG
�DSFBUJOH�B�
IBJLV�SFDPSE�JO�UIF�QSPDFTT��ăJT�JT�QSFDJTFMZ�XIBU�*�EJE��#FGPSF
�EVSJOH
�
BOE�BĕFS�UIF�NPWF
�*�XSPUF�GSFRVFOUMZ�BCPVU�XIBU�XBT�DPNJOH�VQ�GPS�NF
�
XIJDI�MFE�UP�B�CPPL�PG�IBJLV�BCPVU�UIF�WJUBM�JNQPSUBODF�PG�IPNF�1

TVOMJHIU
UISPVHI�UIF�CMJOET
NZ�CSPLFO�IFBSU
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*�IBTUFO�UP�BEE�UIBU�*�EJE�OPU�TFMG�DPOTDJPVTMZ�EFDJEF�UP�XSJUF�B�CPPL�PG�
IBJLV�BCPVU�UIF�MPTT�PG�IPNF��0O�UIF�DPOUSBSZ
�UIF�MBTU�UIJOH�PO�NZ�NJOE�
XBT�UP�QVCMJTI�JO�UIF�NJETU�PG�UIJT�DSJTJT��

:FU
� B� DPIFSFODF� CFHBO� UP� FNFSHF� BNPOH� UIF� QPFNT� UIBU� OBUVSBMMZ 
TVHHFTUFE�B�CPPL�XIJDI�DPVME�CF�TIBQFE�GSPN�XIBU�*�XBT�MJWJOH�UISPVHI��
"ĕFS�BMM
�*�BN�B�XSJUFS�BOE�*�IBWF�B�EFFQ�TFBUFE�EFTJSF�UP�TIBSF�OPU�POMZ�
UIF�QPFUSZ�CVU�BOZ�JOTJHIUT�*�NBZ�IBWF�HMFBOFE�UISPVHI�UIF�DSJTJT��*�BN�OPU�
MPPLJOH�GPS�BDDPMBEFT�PS�QBUT�PO�UIF�CBDL��3BUIFS
�*�DBSF�BCPVU�PUIFST�BOE�
XBOU�UP�PĈFS�TVQQPSU�BOE�JOTQJSBUJPO�JO�UIF�FWFOU�UIBU�FWFO�B�GFX�SFBEFST�
NJHIU�SFDPHOJ[F�UIFNTFMWFT�JO�XIBU�*�IBWF�SFDPVOUFE��"ĕFS�BMM
�XF�BSF�BMM�
QBSU�PG� UIF�TBNF�IVNBO�GBNJMZ�OPUXJUITUBOEJOH�PVS�EJĈFSFODFT�XIJDI�
BSF�BMM�UPP�PĕFO�PWFSFNQIBTJ[FE�EVSJOH�UIFTF�QPMBSJ[JOH�UJNFT��1FSIBQT�JU�
JT�TFMG�FWJEFOU
�CVU�*�XJTI�UP�QPJOU�PVU�UIBU�UIF�BDU�PG�TIBSJOH�DPVOUFSBDUT�
BOZ�GFFMJOHT�PG�JTPMBUJPO�PS�TFQBSBUJPO�UIBU�NBZ�CF�MVSLJOH�JO�NZ�QTZDIF�

*O�BEEJUJPO�UP�TFSWJOH�BT�B�NFBOT�PG�TFMG�FYQSFTTJPO
�IBJLV�FOBCMF�NF�UP�
TJUVBUF�UIF�DSJTJT�PG�DIBOHF�XJUIJO�UIF�MBSHFS�DPOUFYU�PG�/BUVSF��ăJT�GBDU�
BMPOF�JT�UIFSBQFVUJD�BOE�IFBMJOH��3FHBSEMFTT�PG�XIBU�JT�IBQQFOJOH�UP�NF�
BU�BOZ�HJWFO�NPNFOU�JO�UJNF
�IBJLV�SFNJOET�NF�UIBU�*�BN�BO�JOUFHSBM�QBSU�
PG�UIF�8IPMF
�XIJDI�JODMVEFT�/BUVSF��ăJT�JT�OP�MFTT�USVF�JO�UIF�TVCVSCT�
PS�VSCBO�TFUUJOH�BT�JU�XPVME�CF�IBE�*�NPWFE�UP�B�SFNPUF
�SVSBM�MPDBUJPO�JO�
$BMJGPSOJB�PS�BOZXIFSF�FMTF�GPS�UIBU�NBUUFS�

� ����TP�TNBMM�B�DPOTPMBUJPO����� ���������EJTQMBDFE��
� NZ�EFBS�GSJFOE�T�HPBUT�EFDMBSF��� NZ�PME�GSJFOE
�UIF�DSFFL
� �������������JU�TQSJOH�BHBJO���� ������UBLFT�DBSF�PG�UIBU

*U�PDDVST�UP�NF�UIBU�XSJUJOH�IBJLV�XIJMF�MJWJOH�UISPVHI�UIJT�DSJTJT�DPVME�CF�
UIPVHIU�PG�BT�TUFQQJOH�TUPOFT�*�BN�MBZJOH�EPXO�UIBU�MFBE�NF�UP�RVPUF�
IBJLV�QPFU�BOE�;FO�NFEJUBUPS
�$ISJTUPQIFS�)FSPME�GSPN�IFSF�UP�IFSF��
ăBU� JT
� SPPUFE� JO� UIF� QSFTFOU�NPNFOU
� IBJLV� FOBCMFE�NF� UP� CFBS� UIF�
IBSETIJQ�BOE�IFBSUCSFBL�PG�UIF�NPWF��0ODF�XSJUUFO�BOE�SFDPSEFE
�*�	BOE�
PUIFST
�DPVME�MPPL�CBDL�BOE�BQQSFIFOE�IPX�*�HPU�UISPVHI�UIF�DSJTJT�UP�
SFDPWFSZ��ăJT�UPP�JT�B�TBMJFOU�BTQFDU�PG�UIF�JOUFHSBUJWF�GVODUJPO��

*�DBO�FBTJMZ�HFU�PWFSXIFMNFE�CZ�JOUFOTF�FNPUJPOBM�SFBDUJPOT�UP�XIBU�JT�
IBQQFOJOH��ăJT�DFSUBJOMZ�IBQQFOFE�EBJMZ�GPS�NPOUIT�CFGPSF
�EVSJOH
�BOE�
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BĕFS�UIF�NPWF��3FDPSEJOH�NZ�FYQFSJFODF� JO�UIF�GPSN�PG�IBJLV�FOBCMFE�
NF�UP�OPU�POMZ�CFBS�XJUOFTT�CVU�SFMBUF�UP�NZ�FYQFSJFODF�SBUIFS�UIBO�FY-
DMVTJWFMZ�GSPN�NZ�FYQFSJFODF��'FBS�BOE�BOYJFUZ
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�DPVME�SFBEJMZ�
UVSO�UP�QBOJD�XJUIPVU�JOUFSWFOUJPO��)BJLV�FOBCMFE�NF�UP�TUFQ�CBDL�KVTU�
FOPVHI�UP�SFTQPOE�UP�NZ�GFBS
�SBUIFS�UIBO�SFBDU�GSPN�JU�BOE�UIJT�NBEF�
KVTU�FOPVHI�EJĈFSFODF� UP�BMMPX�NF�UP�CFBS�XIBU�PĕFO� GFMU�VOCFBSBCMF��
ăJT�BTQFDU�PG�IBJLV�XSJUJOH�MJLFXJTF�BVHNFOUT�UIF�JOUFHSBUJWF�GVODUJPO�*�
NBJOUBJO�IBJLV�QPFUSZ�TFSWFT�

BMPOF�XJUI�NZ�MPTT
BSPVOE�UIF�SPTFNBSZ�CVTI

CFFT�IVNNJOH

6OMJLF�UIF�NPWF�JO�BEPMFTDFODF
�*�WPXFE�OPU�UP�BCBOEPO�NZTFMG�UISPVHI�
UIF�SFDFOU�NPWF��BOE�*�EJEO�U��8JUI�UIF�IFMQ�PG�IBJLV
�*�SFNBJOFE�QSFTFOU�
GSPN�CFHJOOJOH�UP�FOE
�BOE�UIJT�IBT�NBEF�BMM�UIF�EJĈFSFODF��*�NBOBHFE�UP�
đOE
�BT�UIF�$IJOFTF�TBZJOH�HPFT
�UIF�PQQPSUVOJUZ�MZJOH�XJUIJO�UIF�DSJTJT��

.Z� MJNJUFE� 	BOE� MJNJUJOH
� OPUJPO� PG� IPNF� IBT� CFFO� TJHOJđDBOUMZ 
FYQBOEFE
�XIJDI�TFFNT�WJUBM� UP�NF�BT� *�FOUFS� UIF� MBTU�QIBTF�PG�NZ� MJGF��
)PNF�OFFET�UP�BDDPSE�XJUI�UIF�FYJTUFOUJBM�GBDU�PG�NPSUBMJUZ�TPNFUIJOH�
*�EJE�OPU�GVMMZ�SFDPHOJ[F�PS�BQQSFDJBUF�KVTU�B�GFX�NPOUIT�BHP��"MM�*�XBOU-
FE
�BOE�XBOUFE�EFTQFSBUFMZ
�XBT�UP�SFNBJO�JO�UIF�IPVTF�*�DBMMFE�IPNF�GPS�
UIJSUZ�ZFBST��ăJT�SFĔFDUFE�BO�BUUBDINFOU�UIBU�DBVTFE�HSFBU�TVĈFSJOH��"T�
UIF�MBUF�NFEJUBUJPO�UFBDIFS
�4UFQIFO�-FWJOF
�VTFE�UP�TBZ�JO�IJT�i$POTDJPVT� 
-JWJOH
� $POTDJPVT� %ZJOHu� SFUSFBUT�� i*G� ZPV� EPO�U� HFU� UIF� UFBDIJOH� PG 
JNQFSNBOFODF�EVSJOH�UIJT�MJGFUJNF
�ZPV�HFU�UIF�DSBTI�DPVSTF�BU�UIF�FOE�u�

8IBU�UIF�PSEFBM�PG�NPWJOH�QSPQFMMFE�NF�UP�EP�XBT�B�DMPTF�FYBNJOBUJPO�
PG�XIBU�UIF�TFOTF�PG�IPNF�NFBOT�UP�NF��#FDBVTF�*�IBE�CFFO�VQSPPUFE�JO�
NZ�FBSMZ�UFFOT�CZ�CFJOH�GPSDFE�UP�NPWF
�IPNF�IBT�SFQSFTFOUFE�B�QIZTJ-
DBM�TUSVDUVSF�UIBU�QSPWJEFT�VOJOUFSSVQUFE�TIFMUFS�BOE�GBNJMJBSJUZ��*�LOFX�
FWFSZ�JODI�PG�UIF�IPVTF�BOE�ZBSE�*�MJWFE�JO�GPS�UIJSUZ�ZFBST��ăF�TFOTF�PG�
IPNF�IBT�JODMVEFE�OPU�POMZ�UIF�DPOUFOUT�PG�UIF�IPVTF�CVU�UIF�SPVUJOFT�*�
NBJOUBJOFE�JO�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�UP�UIF�IPVTF��

$MFBSMZ
� HJWFO� UIF� GBDU� PG� JNQFSNBOFODF
�NZ� TFOTF� PG� IPNF� DBOOPU�
CF�HSPVOEFE� JO� TPNF� JMMVTJPO�PG
�PS�BUUBDINFOU� UP
�B�QFSNBOFOU�QMBDF� 



Essays 39

'BDJOH�UIJT�JMMVTJPO�UISPVHI�UIF�MFOT�PG�IBJLV�IBT�MFE�UP�BO�FYQBOEFE�WJFX�
BOE�EFFQFS�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�IPNF�BT�B�RVBMJUZ�PG�DPOTDJPVTOFTT�SBUIFS�
UIBO�XBMMT�BOE�SPPG�UP�IPVTF�NZ�QPTTFTTJPOT��

"N�*�DPNQMFUFMZ�GSFF�PG�BUUBDINFOU �0G�DPVSTF
�UIF�IPOFTU�BOTXFS�JT�
OP��)BT�NZ� TFOTF�PG�IPNF�VOEFSHPOF�B� DIBOHF �:FT
� BOE�B� TJHOJđDBOU�
POF��ăF�IBJLV�*�IBWF�XSJUUFO�EVSJOH�UIJT�SFDFOU�PSEFBM�SFĔFDU�DIBOHF��.Z�
TFOTF�PG�IPNF�JT�B�XPSL�JO�QSPHSFTT��*�FYQFDU�UIJT�QSPKFDU�UP�DPOUJOVF�SJHIU�
VQ�UP�NZ�MBTU�CSFBUI��8IZ�EP�*�TBZ�UIJT �#FDBVTF�*�EPO�U�XBOU�UP�UBLF�BOZ�
DSBTI�DPVSTFT�JO�JNQFSNBOFODF��*�XBOU�UP�MFBWF�UIJT�XPSME�GSFF�BT�B�CJSE�JG�
BU�BMM�QPTTJCMF��*�BMTP�XJTI�UIF�TBNF�GPS�POF�BOE�BMM�JO�UIF�IVNBO�GBNJMZ�

CSFBUIJOH�JO
CSFBUIJOH�PVU

IPNF�TXFFU�IPNF

*

one
more
minute
to
go
nowhere

Notes
1 See Finding My Way Home: Haiku & Senryu��$BMJG���QSJWBUFMZ�QVCMJTIFE
�������

.BOZ�PG�UIF�QPFNT�BQQFBSJOH�JO�UIJT�FTTBZ�BSF�ESBXO�GSPN�UIF�CPPL�


