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JO�XIJDI�UIF�đTI�IBT�CFFO�ESBXO�CZ�4BOLJ�PO�UIF�TBOE�	���

�UIBU�BEET�
TPNF�GVSUIFS�SFTPOBODF�

8IFO�*�XBT�UFBDIJOH
�QPFUSZ�PS�IBJLV
�*�TPNFUJNFT�BTLFE�TUVEFOUT�UP�
DPOTJEFS�XIFUIFS�8JMMJBN�#MBLF�T�QPFN�iăF�'MZu�SFQSFTFOUFE�UIF�TBNF�
UIPVHIU�BT�*TTB�T�XFMM�LOPXO�WFSTF�i%P�OPU�TXBU�UIF�ĔZu�	yare utsu-na), or 
B�EJĈFSFOU�POF �-JLFXJTF
�*�OPUFE�IPX�POF�PG�4BOLJ�T�XBSUJNF�IBJLV
�i"�
NBDIJOF�HVO�����JO�UIF�NJEEMF�PG�UIF�GPSFIFBE���B�SFE�ĔPXFS�CMPPNT
u�
NJHIU�CF�SFBE�BMPOHTJEF�B�QPFN�CZ�3JNCBVE
�i-F�%PSNFVS�EV�7BM
u�FWFO�
UIPVHI�UIF�MBUUFS�JT�B�TPOOFU
�UP�TFF�JG�UIFZ�JO�BOZ�XBZ�SFTFNCMF�PS�TQFBL�
UP�POF�BOPUIFS��"HBJO
�JU�NJHIU�CF�JOUFSFTUJOH�UP�DPNQBSF�4BOLJ�T�XBSUJNF�
IBJLV�XJUI�UIPTF�PG�+VMJFO�7PDBODF�	����m����

�XIJMF�OPUJOH�UIBU�IF�
XBT�B�DPNCBUBOU
�XIJMF�4BOLJ�XBT�OPU��ăFSF�BSF�NBOZ�XBZT�UP�BQQSPBDI�
UIJT�SJDI�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�4BOLJ�T�XPSL
�QFSIBQT�UIF�MBSHFTU�OVNCFS�PG�IBJLV�
CZ� BOZ�NPEFSO� +BQBOFTF�IBJLV�QPFU� ZFU� USBOTMBUFE�� *U� JT� B�đOF�BDIJFWF-
NFOU
�BOE�DMFBSMZ�JU�IBT�CFFO�.BTBZB�4BJUP�T�BWPDBUJPO�UP�VOEFSUBLF�JU�

"ĕFS�UIF�CPPL�MBVODI�BU�B�4IJOKVLV�CPPLTUPSF
�*�IBE�B�DIBU�XJUI�.BTB-
ZB
�BOE�UIFO�XFOU�GPS�B�ESJOL�XJUI�IJN�BOE�B�DPVQMF�PG�IJT�GSJFOET
�đSTU�JO�
B�SJDLFUZ�CVJMEJOH�OFBS�UIF�TUBUJPO��"ĕFS�UIBU�IF�MFE�VT�UP�BOPUIFS�QMBDF
�
BDSPTT� UIF� SFE�MJHIU� EJTUSJDU� BOE�VQ� BO� BMMFZ� TP�OBSSPX� UIBU� ZPV�OFBSMZ�
IBE�UP�UVSO�TJEFXBZT
�GPS�BOPUIFS�TOBDL��*�SFDBMM�UIF�EFFQ�TJHI�PG�TBUJTGBD-
UJPO�BOE�SFMJFG�UIBU�IF�HBWF
�UIF�CPPL�MBVODI�PWFS
�UBLJOH�IJT�đSTU�TJQ�PG�B 
5TJOHUBP�CFFS��/PX�UIF�SFBEFS�DBO�TIBSF�UIBU�TBUJTGBDUJPO�UPP
�FOKPZJOH�
UIF�SFTVMU�

The Empty Field
� CZ� .BUUIFX� .�� $BSJFMMP� 	8JODIFTUFS
� 7B��� 3FE�
.PPO�1SFTT
�����
������QBHFT������¤������.BUUF�GPVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DPW-
FST�� QFSGFDUCPVOE�� *4#/� ������������������� 1SJDF�� ������� GSPN�
XXX�SFENPPOQSFTT�DPN

Reviewed by Rebecca Lilly

CBSJFMMP�T�The Empty Field� JT� B� DPNQJMBUJPO�PG�IBJLV�IF�XSPUF�PWFS�
GPSUZ� ZFBST� 	CFUXFFO� ����� BOE� ����

� BOE� JU�XBT� VODMFBS� UP�NF�

UP�XIBU�FYUFOU�UIFTF�QPFNT�XFSF�DVMMFE�GSPN�B�MBSHFS�CPEZ�PG�IBJLV�IF�
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DPNQPTFE�EVSJOH�UIBU�UJNF�QFSJPE�JO�PUIFS�XPSET
�XIFUIFS�UIFTF�IBJLV 
SFQSFTFOU
� JO�IJT� KVEHNFOU
�IJT�WFSZ�CFTU
�FYUSBDUFE�GSPN�B�NVDI�MBSHFS�
CPEZ�PG�XPSL�	JO�XIJDI�DBTF�UIJT�CPPL�JT�NPSF�MJLF�B�iTFMFDUFE�IBJLVu
��
PS
� BMUFSOBUJWFMZ
� XIFUIFS� UIF� CPPL� TIPVME� CF� DPOTJEFSFE� DMPTFS� UP� B 
iDPMMFDUFE�IBJLV
u�QSFTFOUJOH�NPTU�PG�XIBU�IF�XSPUF�BOE�EFFNFE�XPSUIZ�
EVSJOH�UIBU�GPSUZ�ZFBS�UJNFTQBO��*U�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�JOUFSFTUJOH
�BOE�IFMQ-
GVM
�UP�LOPX�JO�B�QSFGBDF�PS�JOUSPEVDUJPO�UP�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO
�XIBU�HVJEFE�
UIF�BVUIPS�UP�DIPPTF�UIF�QPFNT�IF�EJE
�JO�WJFX�PG�UIF�MPOH�UJNFTQBO�PWFS�
XIJDI�UIFZ�XFSF�XSJUUFO��*OEFFE
�UIF�CPPL�IBT�B�DZDMJDBM�GFFM�UP�JU
�XIJDI�
TVHHFTUT�UIBU�WFSZ�MPOH�UJNFTQBO�

ăFSF� BSF� TFWFSBM� SFTQFDUT� JO�XIJDI� UIF� CPPL� PĈFST� VT� UIJT� TFOTF� PG 
FYQBOTJWF�UJNF�UISPVHI�OBUVSBM�DZDMFT��0OF�JT�UISPVHI�JNBHFT�UIBU�SFGFS-
FODF� UIF� TFBTPOT
� UIF�NPPO�T� QIBTFT
� BOE� UIF�QBTTBHF�PG� FMFNFOUT
� POF�
UP�BOPUIFS�	BJS
�XBUFS
�đSF
�BOE�FBSUI

�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�DZDMF�PG�EFTJSF�JUTFMG�
	XBOU�BOE�GVMđMMNFOU
�XIJDI�TUJST�ZFU�BOPUIFS�XBOU
��$BSJFMMP�EFĕMZ�QSFT-
FOUT�SFDVSSJOH�JNBHFT�UIBU�CPUI�FDIP�UIF�QBTU�JODBSOBUJPOT�PG�UIBU�JNBHF�
BOE�IJOU�BU�JUT�GVUVSF�BQQFBSBODFT��ăF�DSJDLFUT
�UIF�NPPO
�BOE�UIF�#VE-
EIB�BSF�UISFF�PG�UIF�JNBHFT�UIBU�SFQFBU�JO�EJĈFSFOU�JUFSBUJPOT�UISPVHIPVU�
UIF�DPMMFDUJPO
�FNQIBTJ[JOH�OBUVSBM�DZDMFT�BOE�UJNF�T�QBTTBHF��ăF�NPPO
�
PG�DPVSTF
�IBT�JUT�PXO�DZDMFT��BOE�UIF�JNBHF�PG�UIF�#VEEIB�OBUVSBMMZ�TVH-
HFTUT�UIF�USBOTJFODF�BOE�GSBHJMJUZ�PG�BMM�UIJOHT�JO�UJNF��CVU
�JO�BEEJUJPO
�UIF�
GBDU�UIBU�UIFTF�JNBHFT�HFU�SFQFBUFE�UISPVHIPVU�UIF�DPMMFDUJPO�DSFBUFT�BO�
BEEJUJPOBM�FNQIBTJT�PO�DZDMJDBMJUZ
�BOE�MFOET�B�DPIFTJWFOFTT�UP�UIF�DPMMFD-
UJPO�BT�B�XIPMF��ăF�OBUVSBM�DZDMF�PG�FMFNFOUT�QSFTFOUT�JUTFMG�JO�UIF�TFDUJPO�
UJUMFT��BJS
�XBUFS
�đSF
�BOE�FBSUI��ăPTF�FMFNFOUT
�JO�UIFJS�USBOTGPSNBUJPOBM�
SFMBUJPOTIJQT�XJUI�POF�BOPUIFS
�GPSN�B�DJSDMF��BJS�DPOEFOTFT�JOUP�DMPVET�
GBMMJOH�BT�XBUFS�	UIF�SBJO

�BOE�XBUFS�QVUT�PVU�đSF
�XIJMF�UIF�SFNBJOT�PG�
đSF�	BT�FBSUI
�DSFBUF�SJTJOH�WBQPST�XIJDI�BHBJO�GPSN�UIF�DMPVET�

0G�QBSUJDVMBS�JOUFSFTU�UP�NF�JT�IPX�#VEEIJTU�QIJMPTPQIZ�	JO�QBSUJDV-
MBS
� UIF�OFDFTTJUZ�PG� MFUUJOH� HP�PG� B� USBOTJFOU� BOE� DIBOHJOH�XPSME
� HFUT�
SFĔFDUFE�JO�UIF�JNBHFT�JO�UIJT�CPPL��0OF�*�GPVOE�TUSJLJOH�JO�UIJT�SFHBSE�

B�UIPVTBOE�XJOEPXT
BCPWF�UIF�USFFT
NPDLJOHCJSE�TPOH



Reviews 119

5P�NF
� UIJT� TVHHFTUFE� IPX� UIF� TLZ� 	B� TZNCPM� PG� IFBWFO
� SFQSFTFOUT� B 
SFĔFDUJPO�PG�PVS�NVMUJQMF�WJFXT�BCPVU�JU��XF�TFF�NVMUJQMF�iNJOE�JOUFSQSF-
UBUJPOTu�SBUIFS�UIBO�UIF�	SFĔFDUJPOMFTT
�UIJOH�JUTFMG��ăF�QPFN�BMTP�TVH-
HFTUT�UIBU�XIBU�XF�TFF
� MJUFSBMMZ
�BSF�XJOEPXT�PG�TLZTDSBQFST�SBUIFS�UIBO�
UIF�TLZ��XF�TFF�UIF�BSUJđDJBM�UIJOHT�XF�WF�DSFBUFE�	XJOEPXT�PG�CVJMEJOHT
�
SBUIFS�UIBO�UIF�OBUVSBM�BOE�BMSFBEZ�QSFTFOU�SFBMJUZ��"OE�UIFO
�JO�UIF�đOBM�
MJOF
�UIF�NPDLJOHCJSE�TPOH�JT�B�NFUBQIPS�GPS�UIF�NJOE�DSFBUFE�JNJUBUJPO�
PG�UIF�SFBM
�B�NPDL�VQ�PG�UIF�SFBM�SBUIFS�UIBO�UIF�SFBM�JUTFMG�

8JOE�JT�B�SFDVSSJOH�JNBHF�JO�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO
�B�EVBM�TZNCPM�TVHHFTUJOH�
UIF�QBTTBHF�PG�UJNF�JO�UIF�OBUVSBM�XPSME
�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�TQJSJUVBM�iCSFBUIu�
XIJDI�QSFTVNBCMZ� DPOUJOVFT� GSPN� MJGF� UP� MJGF� JO� UIF�#VEEIJTU�QIJMPTP-
QIZ�PG�SFJODBSOBUJPO��8JOE�JT�CPUI�UIF�OFX�CFHJOOJOH�BOE�UIF�TQJSJUVBM 
FTTFODF�JO�UIJT�DBQUJWBUJOH�QPFN�

new moon
among old pines
wind

)FSF�UIF�XJOE�FĈFDUJWFMZ�MJOLT�UXP�PG�UIF�PMEFTU�BOE�NPTU�WFOFSBCMF�JN-
BHFT�JO�IBJLV��NPPO�BOE�QJOFT��ăF�NPPO�	JO�CFJOH�BCTFOU
�BO�FNQUJOFTT
�
TUBOET�GPS�UIF�OFX
�BOE�UIF�QJOFT�GPS�UIF�PME
�BOE�XJOE�JT�UIF�CSJEHF
�UIF�
FTTFOUJBM�MJOL�UP�CPUI�

0UIFS�QPFNT�TVHHFTU�UIF�DZDMFT�PG� MJWJOH�UIJOHT�CZ�DPOUSBTUJOH�EFBUI�
BOE�MJGF�JO�TUSJLJOH�XBZT��*�GPVOE�UIF�MJOF�CSFBLT�XJUI�iEFBEu�UP�CF�WFSZ�
FĈFDUJWF�JO�UIFTF�QPFNT�

� BVUVNO�XJOE��� DMJNCJOH�UIF�EFBE
� FWFO�UIF�EFBE��� MJMBD�CVTI
 tree sways   morning glories

ăF�UFSN�iEFBEu�CSJOHT�UP�NJOE�EFBUI�PS�BMM�UIBU�T�EFBE�JO�B�HFOFSBM�TFOTF
�
XIJDI�JNNFEJBUFMZ�HFUT�QBSUJDVMBSJ[FE�JO�UIF�OFYU�MJOF
�BT�iUSFFu�PS�iMJMBD�
CVTI�u�ăJT�RVJDL�NPWFNFOU�GSPN�UIF�HFOFSBM�UP�UIF�QBSUJDVMBS�HSPVOET�
UIF� PCTFSWBUJPO�� *U�T� TVSQSJTJOH� BMTP
� CFDBVTF
� PO� BOPUIFS� SFBEJOH
� POF�
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NJHIU�CF�UIJOLJOH�PG�EFBE�QFPQMF�PS�TQJSJUT
�CVU�UIFO�UIF�PCKFDU�JT�TIPXO�
UP�CF�RVJUF�OBUVSBM�BOE�PSEJOBSZ�	B�USFF�PS�CVTI
��ăF�NPWFNFOU�GSPN�
XIBU�BQQFBST�UP�CF�HIPTUMZ�PS�TVQFSTUJUJPVT�UP�XIBU�T�UIFSF�JO�QMBJO�TJHIU�
BOE�OPU�GSJHIUFOJOH�BU�BMM�	UIF�USFF�PS�CVTI
�JT�BĈFDUJOH��"OE�XIJMF�UIJT�
NBZ�CF�B�WFSZ� JEJPTZODSBUJD� SFBEJOH
� UIF� MJMBD�CVTI
� GPS�NF
�IBT�B�CJCMJ-
DBM�SFTPOBODF�XJUI�UIF�iCVSOJOH�CVTI
u�GSPN�XIJDI�EFBE�TQJSJUT�SJTF�JOUP�
IFBWFO�	BT�TVHHFTUFE�CZ�iNPSOJOH�HMPSJFTu
�

0OF�GFBUVSF�PG�UIJT�DPMMFDUJPO�UIBU�*�UIPVHIU�NBEF�JU�B�TUBOE�PVU�XBT�
UIF�TUSPOH�FMFNFOU�PG�TVSQSJTF� JO�TFWFSBM�PG� JUT�QPFNT
�BT�NFOUJPOFE�CZ�
POF�PG�UIF�DPNNFOUBUPST
�JO�QSBJTF�PG�UIF�BVUIPS
�PO�UIF�CBDL�DPWFS��)FSF�
JT�B�QFSGFDU�FYBNQMF�

autumn wind
IPX�NBOZ�DSJDLFUT
does it take?

*�MPWF�UIF�PQFO�FOEFEOFTT�PG�JOUFSQSFUBUJPO�IFSF��IPX�NBOZ�DSJDLFUT�EPFT�
UIF�XJOE�CMPX�BXBZ��QFSIBQT�UP�EFBUI��CVU�iDSJDLFUTu�DBO�NFBO�iTJMFODFu�
	JO�DJOFNBUJD�TMBOH
��IPX�NBOZ�DSJDLFUT�EPFT�JU�UBLF�UP�TJMFODF�UIF�XJOE
�
PS�IPX�NBOZ�TJMFODFT�	PS�iEFBUITu
�EPFT�UIF�XJOE�UBLF�XJUI�JU
�BT�DSJDLFUT�
PS�PUIFS�FBTJMZ�DSVTIFE�JOTFDUT 

0S�DPOTJEFS�UIJT�QPFN�

CMPTTPN�TIPXFS�NZ�MPTT�EPVCMFE

ăF� CMPTTPN� TIPXFS� JT� B� DPMPSGVM� EFMJHIU� PG� TQSJOH
� UIF� iTIPXFSu� PG�
TQSJOH�SBJO�BOE�MVTI�ĔPXFSZ�BCVOEBODF�BOE�ZFU�UIF�BVUIPS�JT�TUVOH�CZ�B 
SFOFXFE� TFOTF� PG� MPTT��ăF� QPFN� EPFT� BO� BCPVU�GBDF
� BT� UIF� FNQIBTJT 
SFWFSTFT�GSPN�UIF�GSFTIOFTT�PG�TQSJOH�CFHJOOJOHT
�UP�UIF�GBMMFO�EZJOH�CMPT-
TPN��*U�T�VOFYQFDUFE�BOE�BĈFDUJOH�

TPNFUIJOH�MFTT
UIBO�UIF�TQFFE�PG�MJHIU
DBNFMMJB�CMPTTPNT
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)FSF� JT�B� TUSJLJOH� KVYUBQPTJUJPO�CFUXFFO�NPWFNFOU�BOE�TUJMMOFTT��"ĕFS�
iMJHIU
u� POF� FYQFDUT�NPWFNFOU� JO� UIF� OFYU� JNBHF� 	B� CJSE� PS� B� XJOEFE�
CSBODI
�QFSIBQT
�BOE�JOTUFBE
�TVSQSJTJOHMZ
�đOET�TUJMMOFTT�JO�UIF�DBNFMMJB�
CMPTTPN��JUT�XIJUFOFTT�iTPMJEJđFTu�MJHIU�JO�QFUBMT�UIBU�UFOE�UP�CF�PQBRVF�
SBUIFS�UIBO�EJBQIBOPVT
�XJUI�B�TVSSPVOE�PG�IFBWZ
�XBYZ�MFBWFT�

"OE�đOBMMZ
�UIJT�QPFN�T�EFĕ�FODBQTVMBUJPO�PG�UIF�#VEEIJTU�OPUJPO�PG�
TFMG�

DIBTJOH�DMPVE�TIBEPXT�*�GBJM

ăF�CPPL�T�UJUMF
�The Empty Field,�BOE�UIF�SFGFSFODFT�UP�#VEEIB�JO�TFW-
FSBM�QPFNT�JO�UIF�DPMMFDUJPO
�TVHHFTU�UIBU�UIF�BVUIPS
� JG�OPU�B�#VEEIJTU�
IJNTFMG
�JT�WFSZ�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�JUT�'PVS�/PCMF�5SVUIT��*O�UIF�QPFN�BCPWF
�
UIF�QTZDIPMPHJDBM�NJOE�CBTFE� TFMG� 	UIF� i*u
� GBJMT� JO� SFTJTUJOH�XIBU� JT�� *U�
DBO�U�NBLF�JUTFMG�FOEVSF�TJODF�JU�JT�UIF�TBNF�BT�XIBU�JU�DIBTFT
�B�TIBEPX�PS�
DMPVE��*U�NBLFT�UIF�GPVOEBUJPOBM�FSSPS�PG�MPPLJOH�GPS�JUTFMG�PVUTJEF
�SBUIFS�
UIBO�MPPLJOH�JOXBSEMZ�UP�EJTDPWFS�JUT�PXO�FNQUZ�FTTFODF�

ăF�QPFNT�JO�$BSJFMMP�T�CPPL
�The Empty Field
�XFSF�XSJUUFO�BOE�DVMMFE�
PWFS�B�MPOH�UJNF�QFSJPE
�BOE�JU�TIPXT��*U�JT�BO�FYDFMMFOU�DPMMFDUJPO�BOE�*�
IJHIMZ�SFDPNNFOE�JU�

Dear Elsa
�CZ�.BSDP�'SBUJDFMMJ�	$BOBEB
�3FE�%FFS�1SFTT
�����
������
QBHFT������¤������'PVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DJWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/�������
�������������1SJDF���������GSPN�POMJOF�CPPLTFMMFST�

Reviewed by Randy Brooks

MBSDP�'SBUJDFMMJ�T�đSTU�GPSBZ�JOUP�IBJLV�đDUJPO�XBT�IJT�CPPL
�A Thou-
sand Years: The Haiku and Love Letters of Chiyo-ni
�������*O�UIBU�

CPPL
�IF�JNBHJOFE�BOE�XSPUF�MPWF�MFUUFST�QSPNQUFE�GSPN�$IJZP�OJ�T�IBJ-
LV��ăF�CPPL�SFBET�MJLF�B�OPWFMMB
�QSPHSFTTJOH�UISPVHI�UIF�JNBHJOFE�MPWF�
SFMBUJPOTIJQ�� *O�����
�.BSDP�XSPUF� B� TFDPOE�IBJLV�đDUJPO�CPPL
�Dear 
Elsa
�B�CPPL�GPS�DIJMESFO�BHFT�������"T�BO�FYQFSJFODFE�đĕI�HSBEF�UFBDIFS
�


