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/PS�EP�UIFZ�FYQMBJO�XIZ�OJOF�EJĈFSFOU�JTTVFT�PG�Modern Haiku were in-
WPMWFE�PWFS� B� QFSJPE�PG� UFO� ZFBST� BĕFS�3PTFMJFQ�T� EFBUI��ăFZ�IBWF� MFĕ�
UIFTF�QV[[MFT�GPS�PUIFS�TDIPMBST�UP�TPMWF

3ļŁĲĹĶĲĽ�Ł�-ĲĴĮİň�"ŁŁŃŀĲı

1PFUT� UPJM� JO� SFMBUJWF�PCTDVSJUZ� DPNQBSFE� UP� UIPTF� JO�PUIFS� MJUFSBSZ� FO-
EFBWPST��ăF�WBTU�NBKPSJUZ�LOPX�UIBU�UIFJS�XPSL�OP�NBUUFS�IPX�XFMM�SF-
DFJWFE�XJMM�FWFOUVBMMZ�CF�UPTTFE�JOUP�IJTUPSZ�T�XBTUF�CJO��ăF�POMZ�DIBODF�
GPS�UIFN�UP�BWPJE�UIJT�GBUF�EFQFOET�PO�UIFJS�IBWJOH�GPMMPXFST�SFMBUJWFT�
GSJFOET�TDIPMBST�XJMMJOH�UP�DPNNJU�NPOFZ�BOE�UJNF�UP�LFFQ�UIF�NFN-
PSZ�PG�UIFJS�XPSL�BMJWF�

The Collected Haiku of Raymond Roseliep� JT� B� TDIPMBSMZ� USJVNQI� GPS�
3BOEZ�BOE�4IJSMFZ�#SPPLT�BOE�BMTP�QSPWFT�UIBU�UIF�TVQQPSU�PG�ăF�3PTF-
MJFQ� -FHBDZ�(SPVQ� JT� XFMM�EFTFSWFE��8IJMF� SFBEFST� XJMM� RVJCCMF� BCPVU�
XIFUIFS�NBOZ�PG�UIF�IBJLV�BSF�USVF�UP�UIF�GPSN�UIJT�EPFTO�U�NBUUFS��"MM�
PG�UIF�XPSL�XJUIJO�JT�QPFUSZ��"OE�JO�UIF�FOE�UIJT�XJMM�CF�BMM�UIBU�NBUUFST�

%JTDPWFSFE�CFTJEF�3PTFMJFQ�T�EFBUICFE�XBT�UIJT�QPFN�CFMJFWFE�UP�CF�
IJT�MBTU�	Q�����
�

PG�CFSSZ
nip
ZPV�EJTTPMWF

Sour Pickle: One-Line Haiku� CZ� 4UVBSU� 2VJOF� 	6OJUFE� ,JOHEPN��
"MCB�1VCMJTIJOH�����
������QBHFT�����x �����(MPTTZ� GPVS�DPMPS�DBSE�
DPWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/��������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�
XXX�BMCBQVCMJTIJOH�DPN

Reviewed by Dave Read

Sour Pickle� UIF�EFCVU�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�4UVBSU�2VJOF� JT� B�CPPL� UIBU�FY-
DMVTJWFMZ� GFBUVSFT� POF�MJOF� IBJLV��2VJOF� VUJMJ[FT� UIJT� TIPSU� GPSN� BT�

IJT� WFIJDMF� GPS� UBDLMJOH� UIFNFT� TVDI� BT� UIF� QSPDFTT� PG� DIBOHF� BOE� UIF 
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JOUFSBDUJPO�PG�OBUVSF�BOE�IVNBOJUZ��ăF�OJOFUZ�OJOF�QPFNT�BMTP�TIPX-
DBTF�NBOZ�PG�UIF�TUSFOHUIT�BOE�B�DPVQMF�PG�UIF�TIPSUDPNJOHT�PG�UIF�POF�
MJOF�GPSN��"T�TVDI�Sour Pickle�QSPWJEFT�B�HPPE�TUVEZ�PG�TJOHMF�MJOF�IBJLV�

ăFSF�JT�B�HSFBU�EFBM�PG�DIBOHF�GFBUVSFE�JO�UIF�JNBHFSZ�PG�2VJOF�T�IBJLV���
2VJOF�SFDPHOJ[FT�UIBU�PVS�OBUVSBM�XPSME�JT�OPU�TUBUJD�BOE�GSFRVFOUMZ�EF-
UBJMT�JUT�TUBUF�PG�ĔVY��'PS�FYBNQMF�

TOBHHFE�JO�NBDIBJS�B�HVMM�GFBUIFS�VO[JQQFE�CZ�UIF�XJOE

And:

B�NPSOJOH�GPS�NFBOEFSJOH�GPBN�ĔFDLFE�UIF�SVOOJOH�CSPPL

8IFUIFS� JU�T� UIF� CMPXJOH� XJOE� PS� UIF� SVOOJOH� CSPPL� UIF� NPWFNFOU�
XJUIJO�OBUVSF�DPOUJOVFT�DSFBUJOH�DIBOHF�BT�JU�QSPHSFTTFT��)PXFWFS�UIFSF�
BSF�NPNFOUT�XIFO�DIBOHF�TFFNT�UP�DPNF�UP�B�TUPQ�XIFSF�UIF�QSPDFTT�PG�
USBOTJUJPO�GPMET�JO�PO�JUTFMG�

XBJUJOH�BU�UIF�EFQBSUVSF�HBUF�B�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�UIF�CBSEPT�

ăF�CBSEPT�JO�#VEEIJTN�JT�UIF�TUBUF�CFUXFFO�MJGF�BOE�EFBUI��"T�TVDI�JU�
JT�BO�BQU�NFUBQIPS�GPS�iXBJUJOH�BU�UIF�EFQBSUVSF�HBUFu��/P�MPOHFS�IPNF�
BOE�OPU�ZFU�NPWJOH�UPXBSET�UIF�OFYU�EFTUJOBUJPO�XBJUJOH�GPS�BO�BJSQMBOF�
GFFMT�MJLF�B�XJUIESBXBM�GSPN�NPUJPO�BOE�UJNF��-JLFXJTF�

EFđBOU�JO�UIJO�SBJO�UIF�UPBE�PO�UIF�HBSEFO�QBUI

.VDI�MJLF�UIF�UPBE�XF�PĕFO�SFTJTU�PS�TUBOE�EFđBOU�BHBJOTU�DIBOHF��8F�
EJH�JO�PVS�IFFMT��SFGVTF�UP�BDLOPXMFEHF�UIF�USBOTJUJPOT�GSPN�POF�TUBUF�UP�
UIF�OFYU��8IFUIFS�JU�JT�BHJOH�EFBUI�PS�EJTUBTUF�GPS�UIF�XFBUIFS�XF�WBJOMZ�
TUBOE�PVS�HSPVOE�đHIU�UIF�QSPDFTT�PG�DIBOHF�BHBJOTU�XIJDI�XF�JOFWJUBCMZ�
lose.

2VJOF�BMTP�VTFT�POF�MJOF�IBJLV�UP�FYQMPSF�UIF�JOUFSBDUJPO�PG�OBUVSF�BOE�
IVNBOJUZ��5JNF�BOE�BHBJO�2VJOF�IJHIMJHIUT� UIF�QPXFS�PG�OBUVSF� BOE�
IPX�IVNBOT�BOE�IVNBO�TUSVDUVSFT�DBOOPU�DPNQFUF�XJUI�JUT�GPSDF��0VS�
MPTTFT�NBZ�DPNF�JO�TNBMM�XBZT�
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CFBDI�CBSCFRVF�UIF�IJTTJOH�PG�DPBMT�JO�UIF�TVEEFO�TIPXFS

#VU�OBUVSF�XJMM�ĔFY�JUT�NVTDMFT��EFNPOTUSBUF�JUT�USVF�GPSDF�BOE�UIF�JOBCJM-
JUZ�PG�IVNBO�NBEF�TUSVDUVSFT�UP�SFTJTU�JU�

UISPVHI�CSPLFO�UJNCFST�UIF�TVSHJOH�TVSG�VOEFS�UIF�QJFS

)PXFWFS�UIF�GPSDF�PG�OBUVSF�JT�OPU�BMXBZT�EFTUSVDUJWF���*UT�EPNJOJPO�DBO�
be subtle:

UISPVHI�B�OPUDI�JO�UIF�IJMM�UIF�TVO�T�đSTU�SBZT�FOUFS�UIF�UJNCFS�IFOHF

0S�JU�NBZ�DIPPTF�UP�XJFME�JUT�TUSFOHUI�PWFS�UJNF�

DIBNCFSFE�DBJSO�B�NPTBJD�PG�MJDIFO�PO�UIF�TVOLFO�DBQTUPOF

0O� UIF�ĔJQ� TJEF� IVNBOJUZ�T� BUUFNQUT� UP� JNQPTF� JUT�XJMM� PO�OBUVSF� BSF�
VMUJNBUFMZ�JO�WBJO�BT�2VJOF�IVNPSPVTMZ�TIPXT�JO�UIF�GPMMPXJOH�IBJLV�

BT�*�FYQMBJO�HBNF�UIFPSZ�UIF�4JBNFTF�XBMLT�BXBZ�XJUI�IFS�UBJM�IFME�IJHI

#FZPOE�UIFNF�Sour Pickle�DBO�CF�SFBE�BT�B�NFBOT�PG�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�UIF�
TUSFOHUIT�PG�UIF�POF�MJOF�IBJLV�GPSN��0OF�TUSFOHUI�PG�B�XFMM�XSJUUFO�POF�
MJOFS�JT�JUT�BCJMJUZ�UP�CF�SFBE�JO�WBSJPVT�XBZT��#FJOH�BCMF�UP�DVU�UIF�QPFN�JO�
NPSF�UIBO�POF�QMBDF�DBO�DSFBUF�NBOZ�QISBTFT�BOE�GSBHNFOUT�GPS�KVYUBQP-
TJUJPO��2VJOF�QSPWJEFT�TFWFSBM�IBJLV�XIPTF�SJDIOFTT�PG�UFYUVSF�JODSFBTFT�
BT�B�SFTVMU�PG�FĈFDUJWFMZ�VUJMJ[JOH�NVMUJQMF�CSFBLT��5BLF�GPS�FYBNQMF�

JOUJNBUF�XJUI�EBFNPOT�*�FNCSBDF�UIF�MJHIU

ăFSF� BSF� UISFF� EJTUJODU�XBZT� UIJT� QPFN� DBO� CF� SFBE��ăF�đSTU� SFBEJOH�
DPNFT�XJUI�UIF�CSFBL�BĕFS�iJOUJNBUFu�

JOUJNBUF���XJUI�EBFNPOT�*�FNCSBDF�UIF�MJHIU
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)FSF� iJOUJNBUFu� JT� KVYUBQPTFE� BHBJOTU� iXJUI� EBFNPOT� *� FNCSBDF� UIF�
MJHIUu��"T�TVDI�UIF�JNQMJDBUJPO�JT�UIBU�UIF�BDUJPO�PG�FNCSBDJOH�UIF�MJHIU�
XJUI�IJT�EBFNPOT�JT�UIF�DBVTF�PG�UIF�JOUJNBDZ���

ăF�IBJLV�DBO�BMTP�CF�SFBE�XJUI�B�DVU�BĕFS�iEBFNPOTu�

JOUJNBUF�XJUI�EBFNPOT���*�FNCSBDF�UIF�MJHIU

*O�UIJT�SFBEJOH�UIF�OBSSBUPS�JT�JOUJNBUF�PS�GBNJMJBS�XJUI�EBFNPOT�GSPN�
UIF�PVUTFU��)JT�FNCSBDJOH�PG�UIF�MJHIU�NBZ�CF�VOEFSTUPPE�BT�IJT�BUUFNQU�
UP�NPWF�BXBZ�GSPN�IJT�EBFNPOT�

'JOBMMZ�UIF�QPFN�DBO�CF�SFBE�XJUI�B�CSFBL�BĕFS�iFNCSBDFu�

JOUJNBUF�XJUI�EBFNPOT�*�FNCSBDF���UIF�MJHIU

ăF�MBTU� JOUFSQSFUBUJPO�QPSUSBZT�BO�BSSJWBM�PG� MJHIU�XJUI�UIF�JOUJNBDZ�PG�
FNCSBDJOH�EBFNPOT��*U�JT�BO�VOVTVBM�JNBHF�CVU�POF�UIBU�JT�QPTTJCMF�EVF�
UP�UIF�DSFBUJWJUZ�XJUI�XIJDI�UIF�QPFN�XBT�DPOTUSVDUFE��)PXFWFS�B�SFBEFS�
QSFGFST�UP�JOUFSQSFU�JU�2VJOF�T�UIPVHIUGVMMZ�DSBĕFE�POF�MJOF�IBJLV�QSP-
WJEFT�B�DPNQMFYJUZ�EFQUI�BOE�SBOHF�PG�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�OPU�UZQJDBMMZ�GPVOE�
JO�B�QPFN�PG�TFWFO�XPSET�

"OPUIFS�CFOFđU�PG� UIF�POF�MJOF� UFDIOJRVF� DPNFT� UISPVHI� JUT� BCJMJUZ�
UP� SVO� UIF�QPFN�T� JNBHFT� UPHFUIFS��8JUI�OP� MJOF�CSFBLT� B�POF�MJOFS� JT�
OBUVSBMMZ� SFBE�BU� B� GBTUFS� TQFFE� UIBO�PUIFS�QPFNT��2VJOF�IBT� JODMVEFE�
NBOZ�IBJLV�UIBU�NBLF�HSFBU�VTF�PG�UIF�JODSFBTFE�UFNQP�PG�UIF�POF�MJOF�
GPSN���$POTJEFS�

ĔVUJOH�BOE�XIJTUMJOH�BDSPTT�UIF�đFME�UIF�đWF�CBS�HBUF

ăF�QBDF�PG�UIF�HBUF�T�TPVOET�SVTIJOH�BDSPTT�UIF�đFMET� JT�QBMQBCMF��)BE�
UIJT�IBJLV�CFFO�XSJUUFO�JO�UISFF�MJOFT�JU�XPVME�OPU�IBWF�CFFO�BT�FĈFDUJWF���
ăF� MJOF�CSFBLT�XPVME�IBWF� TMPXFE� UIF�QPFN�T�QBDF�BOE�XFBLFOFE� UIF�
TFOTF�PG�TXFFQJOH�TPVOE��0O�BOPUIFS�OPUF�2VJOF�T�TFMFDUJPO�PG�UIF�XPSE�
iCBSu�JT�FYDFMMFOU��*U�DBO�SFGFS�UP�CPUI�UIF�QIZTJDBM�CBST�PG�XIJDI�UIF�HBUF�
XBT�CVJMU�BOE�UIF�CBST�PG�NVTJD�UIF�TRVFBLZ�HBUF�DSFBUFT�BT�JU�iĔVUFTu�BOE�
iXIJTUMFTu�
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8IJMF�UIF�CVML�PG�UIF�IBJLV�JO�Sour Pickle are strong, well-written one-
MJOF�QPFNT�UIFSF�BSF�B�GFX�UIBU�BSF�FJUIFS�UISFF�MJOF�IBJLV�EJTHVJTFE�BT�
POF�MJOFST�PS�QISBTFT�UIBU�SFBE�NPSF�MJLF�TUBUFNFOUT�UIBO�IBJLV��'PS�FY-
ample:

NJEOJHIU�UIF�FNQUZ�TMPU�JO�UIF�LOJGF�CMPDL

.BLF�OP�NJTUBLF��UIJT�JT�B�WFSZ�TUSPOH�QPFN��)PXFWFS�JU�DBOOPU�CF�DVU�
FĈFDUJWFMZ�JO�NPSF�UIBO�POF�QMBDF�BOE�JT�BDUVBMMZ�IBNQFSFE�JOTUFBE�PG�
FOSJDIFE�CZ�UIF�TQFFE�BU�XIJDI�JUT�POF�MJOF�JT�SFBE��ăF�DPOUFOU�PG�B�IBJ-
LV�OFFET�UP�NBUDI�JUT�GPSN��)BE�2VJOF�XSJUUFO�UIJT�QPFN�JO�UISFF�MJOFT�
XJUI�MJOF�CSFBLT�BĕFS�iNJEOJHIUu�BOE�iTMPUu�UIF�QBVTFT�XPVME�IBWF�NBEF�
UIF�TVSQSJTF�JNQBDU�PG�iUIF�LOJGF�CMPDLu�FWFO�NPSF�ESBNBUJD�

4JNJMBSMZ� UIFSF�BSF�B� TNBMM�OVNCFS�PG�IBJLV� JO�Sour Pickle� UIBU� SFBE�
NPSF�MJLF�TUBUFNFOUT�UIBO�QPFNT��8JUI�POF�JNBHF�PS�OP�KVYUBQPTJUJPO�
UIFTF�IBJLV�EP�MJUUMF�UP�FOHBHF�UIF�SFBEFS�BOE�DSFBUF�TQBDF�JOUP�XIJDI�IF�
DBO�CSJOH�IJT�FYQFSJFODFT�PS�JOUFSQSFUBUJPOT��'PS�JOTUBODF�

OPUIJOH�JO�UIF�NBJMCPY�CVU�B�DSJTQ�CSPXO�MFBG

&WFO�TP�UIJT�POF�MJOFS�JT�POF�XPSE�BXBZ�GSPN�CFJOH�B�WFSZ�HPPE�QPFN���
)BE�2VJOF�SFNPWFE�UIF�XPSE�iCVUu�IF�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�MFĕ�XJUI�B�IBJLV�
UIBU�DPVME�CF�DVU�JO�UXP�QMBDFT�	BĕFS�iOPUIJOHu�BOE�iNBJMCPYu
�SFTVMUJOH�
JO�B�QPFN�XJUI�HSFBUFS�JOUFSQSFUBUJWF�QPTTJCJMJUJFT�

4UVBSU�2VJOF�T�Sour Pickle� JT� B� TUSPOH�DPMMFDUJPO�� *U� BEESFTTFT� UIFNFT�
TVDI�BT�UIF�QSPDFTT�PG�DIBOHF�BOE�UIF�JOUFSBDUJPO�PG�IVNBOJUZ�BOE�OBUVSF�
XIJMF�FYQMPSJOH� UIF� GPSN�PG�POF�MJOF�IBJLV� JO�EFQUI��ăJT�CPPL� JT� SFD-
PNNFOEFE�UP�BMM�SFBEFST�PG�IBJLV�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�UIPTF�XJUI�BO�JOUFSFTU�JO�
EJTDPWFSJOH�NPSF�BCPVU�POF�MJOF�QPFNT�


