
Modern Haiku 49.2112

At the Top of the Ferris Wheel: Selected Haiku of Cor van den Heuvel, by 
$PS�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�	8JODIFTUFS
�7B���ăF�)BJLV�'PVOEBUJPO
�����
��
304 pages; 6˝ x ����(MPTTZ�GPVS�DPMPS�DBSE�DPWFST��QFSGFDUCPVOE��*4#/�
�������������������1SJDF���������GSPN�XXX�UIFIBJLVGPVOEBUJPO�PSH

Reviewed by Paul Miller

VBO�EFO�)FVWFM�JT�XFMM�LOPXO�UP�IBJLVJTUT�BT�QPFU
�UIFPSJTU
�BOE�BO-
UIPMPHJTU�NPTU�XJEFMZ�LOPXO�GPS�IJT�UISFF�FEJUJPOT�PG�The Haiku 

Anthology.�*O�BEEJUJPO
�IF�IBT�XPO�NBOZ�BXBSET
�JODMVEJOH�ăF�.BTPBLB�
4IJLJ�*OUFSOBUJPOBM�)BJLV�1SJ[F�JO�������ATTOTFW�DPMMFDUT�UPHFUIFS�
TFMFDUFE� IBJLV� GSPN� TJYUFFO� DPMMFDUJPOT
� QVCMJTIFE� CFUXFFO� ����� BOE�
����
�CPPLFOEFE�CZ�B�TIPSU�BVUPCJPHSBQIJDBM�JOUSPEVDUJPO�BOE�DMPTJOH�
JOUFSWJFX�XJUI�3PCFSU�8JMTPO��$POTJEFSJOH�UIBU�NPTU�PG�UIFTF�FBSMZ�DPM-
MFDUJPOT�BSF�OFBS�JNQPTTJCMF�UP�đOE
�B�TFMFDUFE�XPSLT�JT�XFMDPNF��*O�BEEJ-
UJPO�UP�TIPXDBTJOH�UIF�đOF�BOE�PĕFO�DMBTTJD�IBJLV�PG�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM
�JU�
BMTP�BMMPXT�B�NPSF�UIPSPVHI�BOE�IJTUPSJDBM�SFBEJOH�PG�IJT�DPSQVT�

7BO�EFO�)FVWFM�XBT�CPSO�JO�.BJOF�JO�����
�BOE�BĕFS�DPMMFHF
�B�CSJFG�
TUJOU�JO�UIF�BSNZ
�BOE�B�GFX�ZFBST�XPSLJOH�JO�/FX�:PSL
�IF�NBEF�IJT�XBZ�
UP�$BMJGPSOJB�UP�TFF�XIBU�UIF�4BO�'SBODJTDP�3FOBJTTBODF�XBT�BMM�BCPVU��"G-
UFS�IFBSJOH�(BSZ�4OZEFS�NFOUJPO�IBJLV�JO�B�EJTDVTTJPO�PG�TIPSU�QPFUSZ�JO�
����
�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�TPVHIU�PVU�BMM�UIF�JOGPSNBUJPO�IF�DPVME�đOE�PO�UIF�
HFOSF��)F�SFUVSOFE�UP�UIF�&BTU�$PBTU�UIF�OFYU�ZFBS�XIFSF�XSPUF�IBJLV�JO�
JTPMBUJPO
�QVCMJTIJOH�TJY�DPMMFDUJPOT�PO�IJT�PXO�$IBOU�1SFTT
�VOUJM�NFFU-
JOH�XJUI�UIF�OBTDFOU�)BJLV�4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB�JO�������%JTDVTTJOH�IBJLV�
XJUI�UIF�4PDJFUZ�T�NFNCFST�JO�QBSUJDVMBS�"OJUB�7JSHJM
�#JMM�)JHHJOTPO
�
BOE�"MBO�1J[[BSFMMJ�HBWF�IJN�UIF�PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�IPOF�IJT�VOEFSTUBOE-
JOH��*O������IF�QVCMJTIFE�UIF�đSTU�FEJUJPO�PG�The Haiku Anthology�XJUI�

reviews

112



Reviews 113

%PVCMFEBZ
�XIJDI�XPVME�HP�UISPVHI�UXP�GVSUIFS�FEJUJPOT�BU�4JNPO���
4DIVTUFS�BOE�/PSUPO
� JO�CPUI�DBTFT�FYQBOEFE��'PS�NBOZ�DVSSFOU�QPFUT�
UIJT�XBT�UIFJS�đSTU�FYQPTVSF�UP�UIF�HFOSF��)F�XPVME�DPOUJOVF�UP�QVCMJTI�
BEEJUJPOBM� DPMMFDUJPOT�PG�IJT�PXO�IBJLV
�NPTU� SFDFOUMZ�A Boy's Seasons: 
Haibun Memoirs in 2010.

*O�B������JOUFSWJFX�XJUI�+JN�,BDJBO�PG�UIF�)BJLV�'PVOEBUJPO
�WBO�EFO�
)FVWFM�EFTDSJCFT�B�HPPE�IBJLV�BT�CFJOH�POF�XJUI�BO�iPOUPMPHJDBM�UISVTU�
UIBU�TFFNT�UP�QVU�XIBUFWFS�JT�EFTDSJCFE�JO�UIF�QPFN�BDUVBMMZ�CFGPSF�NF��
*U�T�BMNPTU�BT� JG� *�DPVME�LOPDL�PO� JU�BT�*�NJHIU�LOPDL�PO�NZ�EFTL��ăF�
QPFN�EPFT�TP�CZ�QSPWJEJOH�B�TFOTPSZ�LFZ��B�TPVOE
�B�WJTVBM�JNBHF
�B�TNFMM
�
B�UBTUF�wu�

ăJT�TFBSDI�GPS�UIF�SJHIU�EFUBJM�JT�FWJEFOU�JT�IJT�đSTU�DPMMFDUJPO
�Sun in 
Skull� 	����

� IPXFWFS
� GPS� UIF�NPTU�QBSU
� JU�XBTO�U� VOUJM�The Window-
Washer’s Pail 	����
�UIBU�IF�UJHIUFOFE�UIF�GPDVT�PG�IJT�IBJLV�TVċDJFOUMZ��
/PUF�UIF�XJEF�GPDVT�JO�UIF�đSTU�QPFN�GSPN�UIF�đSTU�DPMMFDUJPO
�BT�IJT�BU-
UFOUJPO�NPWFT�GSPN�PCKFDU�UP�PCKFDU��JOTUFBE
�JO�UIF�TFDPOE
�IPX�UIF�GP-
DVT�MJOHFST�XIFSF�UIF�BDUJPO�JT�

� PO�UIF�DJUZ�T�IJHIFTU�XJOEPX� PO�UIF�DBS�CVNQFS
� EBXO�TUJST�������������������������������������� B�MPOH�MBOETDBQF
 a striped awning                           unwinds

"�MJNJUBUJPO
�QFSIBQT
�PG�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�T� BQQSPBDI� UP�IBJLV� JT� UIBU� JU�
BENJUT�XIBU�*�DBMM�IBMG�IBJLV
�TVDI�BT�

BO�FNQUZ�XIFFMDIBJS
rolls
JO�GSPN�UIF�XBWFT

ăJT�JT�B�QPXFSGVM�QPFN
�B�DMBTTJD�JO�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV
�CVU�XIFSF�
BO�BEEJUJPOBM�TFBTPOBM�FMFNFOU�VTVBMMZ�QSPWJEFT�UIF�FNPUJPOBM�XBZ�JO
�JO�
UIJT�DBTF�PVS�GFFMJOHT�PG�B�iXIFFMDIBJSu�BMPOF�NVTU�EP�UIBU��ăJT�QPFN�JT�
TVDDFTTGVM�CFDBVTF�UIF�PCKFDU�IBT�B�OFBS�VOJWFSTBM�GFFJOH
�CVU�JO�B�QPFN�
TVDI�BT




Modern Haiku 49.2114

UIF�TIBEPX
PG�UIF�MJHIU�DIBJO
swings   slowly

PVS� GFFMJOH� PG� iTIBEPXu�XIJDI� XJMM� WBSZ� JO� DPOUFYU� GSPN� SFBEFS� UP�
SFBEFS�NVTU� TVċDF��ăJT� TBNF� JTTVF�XJMM� BQQFBS� MBUFS� JO� UIF�POF�MJOFS�
“the shadow in the folded napkinu��ăJT� JOUFOTF� GPDVT� JTO�U�OFDFTTBSJMZ� B�
CBE�UIJOH
�KVTU�UIBU�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�TPNFUJNFT�USVTUT�UIBU�IJT�FNPUJPOBM�
SFTQPOTF�UP�BO�PCKFDU�XJMM�CF�UIF�TBNF�BT�B�SFBEFS�T��

*U� JT� UFNQUJOH�UP�TVHHFTU�UIBU�IJT�FODPVOUFS�XJUI�UIF�CVEEJOH�)BJLV�
4PDJFUZ�PG�"NFSJDB�DBVTFE�B�ESBNBUJD�DIBOHF�JO�TUZMF
�CVU�*�EPO�U�UIJOL�
UIF�GBDUT�TVQQPSU�UIBU�TUBODF��8IJMF�TFBTPOBM�FMFNFOUT�BOE�DMFBSFS�DVUUJOH�
NBEF�NPSF�PG� BO� BQQFBSBODF
� WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�T� TUSFOHUI� BT� B�QPFU�XBT�
BMXBZT�IJT�FZF�GPS�EFUBJM
�BO�JOTJTUFODF�PO�UIF�SJHIU�MBOHVBHF
�BOE�IJT�PSJHJ-
OBMJUZ��ăF�NJE�MBUF���T�BOE���T�NJHIU�CF�DPOTJEFSFE�IJT�NBUVSF�QFSJPE
�
BOE�HJWFT�VT�DMBTTJDT�TVDI�BT�

� UISPVHI���������� EFTFSUFE�đMJOH�TUBUJPO
� UIF�ZPVOH�MFBWFT�������� TOPX�GBMMT�BSPVOE
� NZ�OFJHICPS�T�XJGF����� UIF�MJU�HBT�QVNQT

� TIBEJOH�IJT�FZFT��������������� OP�POF�IPNF
� UIF�XPPEFO�*OEJBO�MPPLT�PVU� UIF�SFGSJHFSBUPS�IVNT
� BU�UIF�TQSJOH�SBJO�������������� JO�UIF�LJUDIFO

.BOZ�PG�IJT�IBJLV�IBWF�B�UIFNF�PG�RVJFU�MPOFMJOFTT
�PG�PCKFDUT�BOE�QFPQMF�
GVMđMMJOH�UIFJS�EFTUJOJFT�VOEFS�BO�JNQFSTPOBM�VOJWFSTF
�XIBU�JT�TPNFUJNFT�
SFGFSSFE�UP�BT�UIF�+BQBOFTF�BFTUIFUJD�sabi��ăJT�BFTUIFUJD�JT�WFSZ�NVDI�JO�
MJOF�XJUI�UIBU�PG�DMBTTJD�XFTUFSO�đMNT�

7BO� EFO� )FVWFM� DPOUJOVFE� UP� QVCMJTI� RVBMJUZ� XPSL
� UIF� DPMMFDUJPO�
Dark JO�����
�JO�XIJDI�IF�FYQMPSFE�NPSF�GVMMZ�UIF�POF�MJOFS
�BOE�XIJDI�
JODMVEFT�UIF�iTIBEPXu�IBJLV�NFOUJPOFE�BCPWF��"OE�JO������IF�QSPEVDFE�
UXP�BEEJUJPOBM�DPMMFDUJPOT
�The Billboard’s Shadow and The Bear’s Den, 
CPUI�TUSPOH
�BOE�XFMM�SFDFJWFE��
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ATTOTFW�BMTP�JODMVEFT�IBJLV�GSPN�IJT�IBJCVO�NFNPJS�A Boy’s Sea-
son�	����
�BOE�Play Ball 	����

�B�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�IBJLV�PO�CBTFCBMM��0OF�
GSPN�FBDI�

� TVNNFS�BĕFSOPPO����� DPME�EBZ
� UIF�DPPMOFTT�PG�UIF�OFXTQBQFS���������UIF�USBEFE�DBUDIFS�T
� GSPN�UIF�HSPDFSZ�CBH��������������������������FNQUZ�MPDLFS

ăFTF�BOE�MBUFS�QPFNT�JO�NBOZ�XBZT�DPOUJOVF�UP�NJOF�B�TFOTF�PG�OPTUBMHJB�
UIBU�IBT�BMXBZT�QFSNFBUFE�IJT�XPSL
�JODMVEJOH�UIF�UJUMF�QPFN�CFMPX��:FU
�
UIFZ�BSF�WFSZ�NVDI�QPFNT�PG�UIF�IFSF�BOE�OPX�

alone
BU�UIF�UPQ�PG�UIF�GFSSJT�XIFFM
UIF�NPPO

7BO�EFO�)FVWFM�XBT�POF�PG�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBJLV�T�đSTU�WPJDFT��*O�MFBSO-
JOH�PG�UIF�HFOSF�JO�JTPMBUJPO�GSPN�BOZ�DPODFQU�PG�B�MBUUFS�EBZ�DPNNVOJUZ
�
IF�NBOBHFE�UP�BWPJE�UIF�USBQ�PG�JNJUBUJOH�+BQBOFTF�IBJLV�BOE�UIFJS�TVC-
KFDUT
�BOE�IBT�BMXBZT�XSJUUFO�JO�B�WFSZ�"NFSJDBO�WPJDF�PO�XIBU�NJHIU�CF�
UFSNFE�"NFSJDBOB��8F�BSF�HSBUFGVM�UP�UIF�)BJLV�'PVOEBUJPO�GPS�QVCMJTI-
JOH�UIJT�JNQPSUBOU�TFMFDUFE�XPSLT��BOE�HSBUFGVM�UP�WBO�EFO�)FVWFM�GPS�IJT�
USBJMCMB[JOH��3FDPNNFOEFE��

Utopia: She Hurries On
� IBJLV� BOE� JMMVTUSBUJPOT�CZ�1BUSJDJB� +��.BDI-
NJMMFS� 	/P� QMBDF� <4BO� +PTF
� $BMJG�>�� 4XBNQ� 1SFTT
� ����
�� ��� QBHFT��
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NTO�DPN�

Reviewed by Deborah P Kolodji
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�CJSET
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