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Black Haiku: The Uses of Haiku
 by African American Poets1

Charles Trumbull

Part I: Establishing a Tradition
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The Beginnings

Lewis G. Alexander
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Henderson as well.
-

-

-

-
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A Bamboo Broom 

!e Crisis
-
-

6  

!e Palms

Caroling Dusk: An Anthology of Verse by Negro Poets 
 

Opportunity: Journal of Negro Life.
-
-

-

-

Haiku of Black Awareness and Protest
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Robert Hayden

-

-

-

-
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!e Night-Blooming Cereus Angle of Ascent

SMELT FISHING
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8

9

A Ballad of Remem-
brance

10 

      I

     Falling snow.

      
      II
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      III
     Not sun6owers, not

      IV

dawn, grey mailbags waiting;
11

Richard Wright

-

-

-
Haiku. 
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-
Haiku: !is Other World, 

13

!e Other World

     I am nobody:
A red sinking autumn sun
     Took my name away.14 

-

-

16 

-

Haiku: !e Other World. 

kire
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essential.

-

-

17

-

18 

-

Richard 
Wright Reader.19 

Haiku: !is Other World
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Etheridge Knight
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-
21  and 

-

-
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1960s.

Poems "om Prison
Born of a Woman
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Amiri Baraka

-

-

-
ers.

-
-

-

Home

-

-
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-
Un Poco Low Coup -

27

28

-
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                                                                          All Blues
                                                                          Miles

                           God

                            We

Him.

29 

                                                             Trane

     as

Blues People: 
Negro Music in White America
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-

-

Julius Lester
30 William 

-

31 Lester worked 
-

Kaleidoscope: Poems by American Negro Poets
Who I Am

 As we got I tried

 Rainbow disappeared.32  Spring morning.33 

Alice Walker

34 -
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Once -

Once

Fast rapids
Far below
Begins
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A silent lake
Bone strewn banks
Luminous

Looked up at me

Blue.

Uganda mountains

Zebra.36 

Rosa Parks:

so wrong it was ready.
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37 

-

!omas and Beulah:

38  

Fabu
-

Journey to Wisconsin: A"ican American 
Life in Haiku

39 
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Awards.40

!ere was a Time
-

41 

Black Poets in the Haiku Mainstream

TAngle of Ascent -
-
-
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Modern 
Haiku -

books: A Half-Moon Shining: Haiku "om an A"ican-American/Quaker 
Perspective Summer Excursions: A 
Collection of Dwight L. Wilson’s Haiku !e Essence of Hai-
ku: !e Relevancy of Haiku Masters

42 

-

-
43 

44  
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Randolph Nelson Levy

American Haiku Poetry

-

ians did Romans.46 

-

-

-
-

-

-
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!e Open Eye

47 

 blues singer bobbing and bobbing

48 49 

 
Gathering at the Crossroads

-
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L. Teresa Church
-

-

 

urban.

 

my entire world

-

-
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Michael Moore

 

Detroit Free Press
Weekend America All !ings Consid-

ered

Simply 
Haiku

60 

The Caribbean Connection

-
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Claire K. Harris 

61

journal Dragon#y 62 

Gillena Cox -

63 Moments, in 

mainstream:

64

Lyrical Passion Poetry E-Zine66
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67  on my window68 

Hope: 
Living & Loving with HIV in Jamaica -

69 

-
Har-

riet: News & Commentary

-

about.70

Black Africans in Mainstream Haiku
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       Jacob Kobina Ayiah Mensah71        Nana Fredua-Agyeman72 

-

*****

Modern Haiku 47.2.
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Notes

1 -

2 Japanese Prints.

3 Crisis

4

 
-
-

6 !e Crisis
7 !e Michigan 

Quarterly Review

8 Hayden, Robert. Angle of Ascent: New and Selected Poems

9 Robert Hayden: A Critical Analysis of His Work. -

10 

11 Hayden. A Ballad of Remembrance in Angle of Ascent: 83.
12 !e Other World of Rich-

ard Wright: Perspectives on His Haiku.

13 Haiku: !is Other World
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14 Haiku.
 

16 

2012.
17 Studies in Black Literature

18 Haiku.
19 Frogpond

reprinted in A Haiku Path: !e Haiku Society of America 1968–1988. New York: 
Richard 

Wright Reader.
Row, 1978.

20 -

21 
22 
23 Callaloo

24 Poems "om Prison
 Born of a Woman

26 -
3:AM Magazine

-

27 

28 Baraka, Amiri. Un Poco Low Coup.
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"Deco / nstruction" or Why !e Negroes Say / !at Art 
Is Not Connected To !e / World / Morgan Freeman / Evening Slave; Royalty / (Low 
Coup For Yo Boy Whassisname) / !e Most Ignorant / Maafa / On !e Planet / Is A / 
Titie / !at's Why When / You See / Him / He Smiling.

29 Vangelisti, Paul, ed. Transbluesency: !e Selected Poems of Amiri Baraka/LeRoi 
Jones (1961–1995)

30 Higginson: 8–11.
31 
32 Hayden, Robert, ed. Kaleidoscope: Poems by American Negro Poets. New York: 

33 Julius Lester, Who I Am. New York: 

34 
!e Color Purple

Negro Digest 
 

36 Once: Poems.
37 On the Bus with Rosa Parks. New 

York: Norton, 1999.
38 !omas and Beulah: Poems. 

39 Fabu. Journey to Wisconsin: A"ican American Life in Haiku. Madison, Wis.: Par-
allel Press, 2011.

40 Modern Haiku
41 

-

42 A Half-Moon Shining: 
Haiku "om an A"o-American/Quaker Perspective.

!e Essence of Haiku: !e Relevancy of Haiku 
Masters. A 
Half-Moon Shining.
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43 Wilson. A Half-Moon Shining: 4.
44 Ibid.: 38.

 Modern Haiku
46 American Haiku Poetry.

page 28.
47 !e Open Eye: Haiku. 

48 Modern Haiku
49 Modern Haiku

 Gathering at the Crossroads. Win-

 !e Heron’s Nest

 Simply Haiku

 !e Heron’s Nest
Modern Haiku

 Bottle Rockets -
South by Southeast 

-

 Frogpond 
 Bottle Rockets
 Home Grown in the Haiku Garden. -

tard Seed Press, 1996; Beary, Roberta, and Ellen Compton, eds. Dandelion Clocks: 
Haiku Society of America Members’ Anthology 2008.

 Chocolate Chips: Contemporary Haiku.
Mustard Seed Press, 1998: 19.

60 Simply Haiku -

-
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61 

62 Dragon#y Dragon#y 11:2 

63 
64 Tinywords

 !e Heron’s Nest
66 
67 Chrysanthemum -

68 Modern Haiku

69 -

70 

71 Ginyu
72 Acorn


